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Peace of Mind by Cheryl R. Towers 


It also speaks to the 
vibrancy and health of 


architecture in Pittsburgh 
that rival firms responded 
so rapidly and without 
question, knowing that it’s 
in everyone's best interests 
to set aside competitiveness 


at such a moment. 
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On the cover: The office of Frederick J. Osterling and 
associates in his studio, ca. 1905. Note the job files on the 
shelf at the rear, and the flat files full of drawings on the 
right. Photo courtesy of Carnegie Mellon University Ar- 
chitecture Archives. 


Hurricane Agnes pounded the Eastern 


United States in 1972, pushing destruction hundreds of 
miles inland from the coast. My parents lived in Upstate 
New York at the time and watched the Chemung River, a 
tributary of the Susquehanna, rise until it overflowed the 
flood control walls built decades before by the Army Corps 
of Engineers. Fortunately, they lived on high ground and 
suffered only minor personal inconveniences, such as a 


daughter living in New York City who, not being able to 
get through by telephone, arrived unnanounced in a com- 
mandeered Army jeep, anxious to know that they were O.K. 


The lingering affects of Agnes were seemingly never end- 
ing for those in her path. A neighbor was rescued by heli- 
copter from the roof of the power plant that he managed 
after holding down the fort while others evacuated. One of 
Dad's employees, a young man just out of college, was 
living with his mother squarely in the floodplain. They 
scrapped mud, bugs, sewage and who knows what else 
out of their first floor for months. And, of course, busi- 
nesses were disrupted endlessly and many went bankrupt. 


We heard the horror stories from Dad for the next two years. 
As ап insurance adjuster who found himself working seven 
days a week for in the aftermath, he knew virtually every 
story there was to know related to the flood, some of them 
funny, some of them tragic, most just the dirty drudgery of 
cleaning up after Nature’s mudbath. 


All of this is a long way of introducing my personal 
facination with WTW's experiences two years ago in the 
wake of flood and fire. Coping with a disaster of any kind 
brings us all down to a raw level — we hope that our 
better instincts will prevail and that we will perform well. 
To the credit of the architectural profession, that happened 
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here. Not only did WTW's staff pitch in quickly during a 
holiday weekend, colleagues were on the phone as soon 
as they heard the news, offering support, office space, 
equipment...whatever was needed. 


We feel better as human beings knowing that others will 
step in when their help is needed. It also speaks to the 
vibrancy and health of architecture in Pittsburgh that rival 
firms responded so rapidly and without question, know- 
ing that it's in everyone's best interests to set aside com- 
petitiveness at such a moment. Now, if y'all will just be 
prepared to come to my house the next time the stack pipe 
lets go, I'll rest easier. 


This is also a call to those of you working on school 
projects. With a robust economy (a risky thing for me to 
say as | write these words in September — weeks before 
they'll be read), new government funds in the pipeline, 
changing rules governing renovations, and new thinking 
about how school buildings are used and how to deliver 
educational services, it's time for a look in this direction. 
We'll be doing that in our December issue, and | invite any 


of you with information, thoughts, or projects to contact 
me by October 15. | can be reached at 362-1844 or via 
email at cheryltowers@mizeraktowers.com. 


Other upcoming issues will look at nursing homes and the 
explosion of church building, so | invite you to be in touch. 


Meanwhile, we hope that the thoughts in this issue about 
preparing for disaster and archiving material will give you 
some peace of mind of your own. 
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Conferences and Seminars 


21st Century Neighborhoods Conference 

The Philadelphia Office of Housing and Community Development and The 
Foundation for Architecture are sponsoring this conference examining the 
assets and advantages of the older American city from October 7 - 8 at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Philadelphia. Featured speakers include Professor 
Michael E. Porter of the Harvard Business School and founder of The 
Initiative for The Competitive Inner City; Andres Duany, Duany Plater-Zyberk 
& Co., founding member of the Congress for the New Urbanism; and The 
Honorable Joseph P. Riley, Mayor of Charleston, S.C. For information, 
visit www.DCA.net/FFA-Phila, or contact the Foundation for Architecture, 
One Penn Center at Suburban Station, Suite 1165, Philadelphia, PA 19103. 


Pennsylvania Planning Association Conference 

PPAS annual conference will be held at Philadelphia's Doubletree Hotel 
October 4 - 6, immediately preceding the 21st Century Neighborhoods 
Conference. Call 717/236-2039 for more information. Joint registration 


is possible for both conferences. 


news 


CSI Announces Seminars 

CSI will present two seminars in October and November. Specifications: 
Principles and Practices focuses on the essential elements of writing speci- 
fications quickly and accurately in today’s changing environment of com- 
mercial construction. Dates are October 27 - 28 in Minneapolis (final 
registration due October 13), and in New York on November 4 - 5 (final 
registration due October 21). 


Getting Specified is a one-day opportunity for product and manufactureres' 
representatives, distributors and suppliers to the commercial construc- 
tion industry. It takes place in Chicago on October 9, Charlotte, NC on 
October 30 and Las Vegas on November 6. 


For information and registration for all CS! seminars, call 800/689-2900 
or check out the Institute's website: www.csinet.org. 


Another case solved 
my colleague!! | must 
say, teamwork is 
the key. Let's 
celebrate!! 


Astounding!! 

So many made it 
possible For us 
to see the Great 
Design. Cheers!! 


CLUE #5: Great Design is a team effort! Join us Sunday, 
October 18th at the Carnegie Museum. If you miss it, 
you will be clueless!! 


VEKA, Inc., Zelienople, PA 
Architect: John D. Gailey, R.A. 
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MAKE US А PART 
OF YOUR FUTURE 
DESIGNS 


KACIN General Contractors is always looking 
ahead for new ideas that optimize form and 
function. Your professional involvement 


upfront is key to the success of our projects. 


We have more than 30 years experience in 


industrial facilities, banks, offices, nursing 


homes, restaurants, country clubs and 
churches throughout Allegheny and 


Westmoreland counties. 


KACIN also has a reputation for quality, 


integrity,and acommitment to our industry. 


Make us a part of your future designs. 


Call Richard Kacin at 724/327-2225. 


(I-r) Richard Kacin, president, 
Jeff Ferris, vice president, and 


Bruce Corna, vice president. KA C IN 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


795-22 Pine Valley Drive * Pittsburgh, PA 15239 
Tel: 724/327-2225 • Fax: 724/733-5993 
www.kacin.com 
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DISASTER, 


by Cheryl R. Towers 


prepa rec ness 


Living and learning from fire and flood 


evere flooding swept through the offices of 
Frederick J. Osterling in the spring of 1936 (see 
story page 8). Sixty years later, Allegheny River 
water again overflowed its banks, this time flooding the 
basement storage area of WTW Architects on a Saturday 
and damaging approximately 20% of the firm's stored files. 


This was the flood that everyone living in Pittsburgh dur- 
ing the past few years remembers — scenes of cars washed 
o the River, boats onto the road, and the American Wind 
Symphony barge lying on its side in a parking lot like a 
beached whale. This was the quintessential flash flood, 
raising the water level 30" in less than four hours. 


Mother Nature — in concert with just plain bad luck — 
wasn't finished, however. On Memorial Day that spring, 
Rich DeYoung, AIA was just preparing to drift off to sleep 
after returning from a wedding reception that had gone on 
long enough to convince everyone in attendance that they 
were having a great time. The phone rang at 4 a.m., and 


WTWS building manager informed him that he would prob- 
ably want to know that there had been a fire...just a minor 
one mind you, and the fire department was preparing to 
leave, so, in his expert opinion, no need for Rich to do 
anything but roll over and go back to sleep. Needless to 
say, once again some additional work hours were logged 
that morning. 


There are better ways to spend a weekend than coping with 
floods and fires, as the WTW staff happily affirms, and 
their experiences can perhaps prevent similar problems in 
your firm. In DeYoung's words, "We got complacent. We 
knew we were in a floodplain, and that there were potential 
problems. We hadn't done enough to see that the most 
valuable drawings were stored at the highest levels. And, 
once we noticed that water was seeping in, we should have 
reacted immediately to empty the basement, rather than 
waiting until the water rose higher." 


He notes that complacency also escalated the negative 
impact of the fire, although there was probably not much 
that could have prevented it, unless all appliances were 
unplugged when people left the office. A fan that was not 
in operation shorted out, and, in fact, the fire was extin- 
guished fairly quickly. However, the collateral damage 
caused by the sprinkler system going off and from fire ex- 
tinguisher chemicals mixing with the water caused exten- 
sive damage. As DeYoung commented, "Open office plans 
are great until you need a wall to stop something. The 
chemicals turned into a hard paste when they mixed with 
water, and the stuff was everywhere." Desks and equip- 
ment were not covered, adding to the loss. 


WTW offers sound advice in preparing to mini- 
mize the impact from a disaster: 


* Establish plans and procedures. Make certain everyone 
n the office knows them, and see that they are enforced. 


* Take a physical inventory of the office, update it on a 
regular basis, and keep a copy of it off-site. Make a video 
record as well as a written inventory. 


* Establish restoration procedures and identify vendors. 
Disaster Restoration Service in Pittsburgh assisted in the 
aftermath of the fire and helped devise a recovery plan. A 
firm in Texas was able to salvage some drawings through 
a freeze drying process. 


e Identify vital records and keep them in a safe location. 
Insist that all employees do a periodic "house cleaning" to 
make certain that records are being stored in the best pos- 
sible manner and that unnecessary items are not accumu- 
lating around the office. The latter can prevent rescue work- 
ers from adequately doing their jobs, as well as posing fire 
and other hazards. 


* Evaluate your fire protection system 


feature 


“We got complacent. 
£ 


We knew we were in a 


floodplain, and that 


there were potential 
problems. 


feature 


e Keep plans of the office/building on hand in case of 
emergency. Make certain that all partners/officers carry a 
list of employee home phone numbers in case of emer- 
gencies during non-office hours. 


Plan for coping with business interruption. Is there a 
place employees can work off-site temporarily? 


* Call major clients immediately. Trust is at the heart of 
the profession, and they need to know how the disaster is 
affecting them. 


• Make certain that employees understand that personal 
items (CDs, radios, pictures, etc.) are not covered by busi- 
ness insurance but by their own homeowner's insurance. 


* Review your insurance policies periodically to ascertain 
that your coverage is adequate for your needs, and make 
certain your policy covers business interruption. 


e Provide whatever services are necessary to help em- 
ployees cope. For instance, WTW brought in a visiting 
nurse after the flood to provide tetanus shots to those who 
helped carry documents out of the flooding basement. 


* Put drawings and other important documents into files 
and drawers when not in use. Make certain drawers are 
closed tightly. Several sketches left out on desktops and 
done with Flair pens were completely washed away when 


he sprinkler system engaged. 


* Cover computers and other electronic equipment with 
plastic to protect them from water damage. 


After a disaster, check all doors, windows and locks - 


they may have been damaged or removed by rescue work- 
ers. 


* Use high quality surge protectors. 
* Use off-site archival storage. 


* Keep electromagnetic fields away from computer areas. 
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* Use writeable CDs to archive CADD drawings; they have 
an indefinite shelf life. 


e Assess your security system. 


Prepare for a long process in obtaining an insur- 
ance settlement. 


* Document all damage thoroughly - take photos and vid- 
eos as soon as possible and at all stages of recovery. Date 
everything. 


* Keep all receipts. 


e Understand that there will likely be conflict over whose 
coverage covers the disaster if you do not own the build- 
ing, or if other tenants are involved. 


e Outsource every repair/service that you can. Insurance 
companies have a difficult time understanding the con- 
cept of your only product: time. They will probably not be 
sympathetic to the idea that the time someone in the firm 
spends on a repair is lost business. Hire out mundane 
tasks such as moving file cabinets (can be built into the 
contract for replacing carpeting, for instance), and replac- 
ing drawings, rather than having staff do these things. 
Chances are that the insurance company will not question 
an invoice for legitimate work done. 


Disasters can and do happen. You may not be able to pre- 
vent one, but you can lessen its impact by taking preven- 
tative measures, by thorough planning, and by prepara- 
tion. And, as DeYoung notes, “We are fortunate to be part 
of a very collegial profession. Our colleagues began call- 
ing as soon as they heard what had happened to see how 
they could help. That took the sting out of a very hectic 
and unhappy situation.” 


Thanks to Richard DeYoung, AIA for sharing WTW' experience and to 
John Botti of Disaster Restoration Service for providing background 
information. 
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Architectural Records ү... 


What to save aud how to save it; what to toss and how to toss it. 


On Isabella Street, just steps from the Williams Trebilcock Whitehead offices, 
the St. Patrick's Day flood of 1936 damaged drawings of noted Pittsburgh 
architect Frederick J.Osterling in his office building fronting the Allegheny River. 
A first-hand account reported: 


We shoveled up all basement mud and loose plaster that had 
| fallen from the ceiling....the big plan cabinet in basement had 
upset in the flood and fallen apart all plans in same were in a 
wet condition, we have placed the plans on boards having air 
spaces so plans can dry out and have washed and saved all 
the cabinet lumber storing same in a corner of the basement. 
We still have the draughting room to clean up... 


Letter from Robert A. Ogilvie, contractor, to John Axtell, executor of the 
Osterling estate, April 8, 1936. Courtesy of John Axtell. 


he drawings apparently never recovered. They have 

not come to light since. Their destruction was a 

deplorable loss for history — and for latter-day 
architects who now must re-measure and re-draw 
Osterling’s buildings to do new work on them. 


Such stories are dramatic. But less dramatic destruction 
occurs every day. It is good to be prepared for a disaster. It 
is even better to have a plan for the everyday care and 
disposition of your drawings and other architectural 
records. 


Architectural records commonly include: 

* office files 

* project records including contracts, specifications, re- 
ports, and of course, drawings 

* record materials such as photographs. 


Project records, which document critical aspects of the 
design and construction process, are of the most concern. 
They are abundant, and vary greatly in media, ranging from 
paper files to bumwad sketches to watercolor presentation 
renderings to CAAD documents. How-to publications about 


office administration and project management assist the 
architect in managing these records during the building 


process. But once a project has been completed, there is 
little guidance. What to you do when they pile up, as they 
surely will? 


It may seem ideal to save all records, especially when a 
firm is young, or has a sole proprietor. But records main- 
tenance requires time and space, and ultimately choices 
must be made. Records are typically discarded in a hasty 
and haphazard way when space becomes tight, when firms 
move to new locations, or when principals retire and firms 
disband. Then, the objective is to get a collection down to 


a given size, rather than to preserve essential materials. 


But even without such disposal, records will disappear by 
chance and attrition unless provision is made for their 
maintenance. The best provision is a policy addressing 
what to save, how to save it, and what and how to discard. 


What to Save 

Vital records, those legal and administrative records that 
you need to keep the firm running, must come first; so 
office files, record drawings, and other "live" records must 
be retained in the face of liability concerns and similar 
considerations. 


Inactive records should also be retained in so far as they 
tell the story of the firm — for your own purposes, and for 
interested others. These records should at least include: 


* firm brochures and other published items from every 
period 


* selected project records for some or all projects that rep- 
resent a firm specialization, e.g. school work 


* selected project records for some or all projects that rep- 


resent an important pattern of acitivity, e.g. commissions 
from a key repeat client 


* 


selected project records for some or all projects of indi- 
vidual importance, e.g. projects that are important to the 
history of the firm, are innovative in design or technology, 
or are of public prominence 


feature 
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John Pekruhn (1915 - 1998), Demountable classrooms, 1961-1962, perspective rendering. Used as 
the masthead of the CMU Architecture Archives web site, this drawing was given to the Archives a 
few years before Pekruhn’s death. DRAWING COURTESY OF CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY ARCHITECTURE ARCHIVES. 


* "complete" record sets for a few projects (including pre- 
liminary, schematic, design development, and final draw- 
ings). This becomes particularly tricky in an electronic 
environment. One of the most evocative of architectural 
records is the sketch; which leads to another sketch and 
another and finally to a design. The downside of CAAD 
programs (and other computer programs) is the way that 
previous versions of a project are copied over, obliterating 
stages of the design process. Thus, increasingly, conscious 
efforts must be made to document and save the thinking 
behind a design. 


* a sampling of photographic images representing selected 
projects 


How to Save 

Records must be organized in order to be of use, and are 
best maintained within a cataloging scheme, organized 
by job number or project name, or a similar device. This 
scheme will dictate how items are labeled and stored for 
ready retrieval. Can you really rely on staff memory to 
find things? Job lists and other organizational indexes 
not only facilitate access, but become historical records 
in their own right, documenting the projects that com- 
prise the firm’s oeuvre. 


From the very beginning of the production process, the 
quality of the materials chosen to make architectural records 
affects their ultimate preservation. It may not be cost-ef- 
fective to purchase archival quality board for a presenta- 


tion drawing that is needed only one day; but it is equally 
uneconomical to make drawings that will be unusable in a 
few years. Significant records deserve to be produced on 
stable materials and stored in ways that insure their pres- 
ervation. Some of the materials of choice of present-day 
architects are problematic in this way: diazo copies are 
unstable; renderings mounted on foamcore are space in- 
tensive and difficult to store. When possible, permanent 
archival records on high-quality materials should be sepa- 
rated from poor-quality materials that can damage them. 
For instance, for long-term storage, it is adviseable to iso- 
late diazo copies because they release gases that can dam- 
age adjacent items 


Electronic data is unstable, even in a saved file format. 
Files are subject to data corruption; drives and disks have 
limited lifetimes; software and hardware must be main- 
tained even to access the data. To endure, electronic data 
should be printed off into hard-copy formats: or translated 
into the most generic file formats as possible, and con- 
tinuously monitored — and, as necessary, migrated to new 
file formats — as new developments in electronic tools 
and products occur. 


Storing large numbers of architectural records is expen- 
sive and space-intensive because of their bulk and their 
size. Enclosed storage, with protection from light and dirt, 
is always preferred. Flat storage is ideal for drawings, 
though metal flat files are expensive and take up floor space. 
Tubes are adequate. Bagging offers little support and pro- 
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tection and can not be recommended. 


Some firms rent space in off-site storage facilities where 
floor space is less expensive. Frequently, architectural 
records find their way into attics and basements and inad- 
equate storage rooms with no mechanical systems. Here 
they are subject to heat, cold, and moisture and become 
brittle or mildewed. Never store drawings and other records 
in basements, even seemingly dry ones. Even the most 
benign mustiness can mask a mold that can and will spread. 


Perhaps the most important thing that you can do to pre- 
serve your records is to limit access to them. You save 
things because they are, on some level, useful. Preexist- 
ing drawings can save money and time when repairs, ex- 
pansion, or renovation occurs. And they can also provide 
inspiration for later and related designs. But the practice 
of tacking historic tissue drawings up around the office, as 
| have seen at one local firm, will only result in their ulti- 
mate destruction and the loss of any information or inspi- 
ration that they contain. Uncontrolled access will bleed 
records throughout the office and beyond. 


What and How to Discard 

What you don't have a reason to save, you have a rea- 
son to discard. That's straightforward. But before you 
discard, consider reformatting records to make them 
more manageable. 


Many firms have found that microfilming drawings and 
other records is a good way to preserve information while 
minimizing storage demands. Microfilming may seem old- 
fashioned in a digital age, but it is effective, stable, and 
relatively inexpensive. Microforms can be used in the of- 
fice and copied for off-site storage, providing crucial back- 
up coverage in the event of an office disaster. 


Scanning records for digital storage would seem to have 
some of the same scale advantages as microfilm. But elec- 
tronic storage is expensive and space-intensive in its own 
way, especially if the records are large in format, and only 
rarely consulted. And, as previously discussed, there are 
concerns about stability and access. Don’t make a digital 
copy your only copy. 


If you must discard materials, with or without reformatting 
them for your own purposes, and suspect that they have 
importance, first contact an organization that collects ar- 
chitectural records. In rare cases, such an organization may 
be interested in preserving all essential documentation of 
your firm (see “What to Save” above). More likely, it will 
be interested in reviewing what you have, and making in- 
dividual selections based on its own collection policies. 
By sure to offer them drawings of historic buildings that 
you may have acquired from other sources in the process 
of building renovations, or records of key demolished 
buildings — almost every firm has a few sets. 


The Carnegie Mellon University Architecture Archives (412/ 
268-8165) collects all types of architectural records docu- 
menting the architecture and architects of this region. The 
Heinz Architectural Center of the Carnegie Museum of Art 
(412/622-5551) collects architectural drawings and other 
displayable materials representing the architecture and 
architects of all times and places. Local libraries and his- 
toric societies may maintain small local collections of ar- 
chitectural records. 


So save and care for the records that you need and that 
document your firm; reformat and/or find a good home for 
the records that you can’t save; and discard anything else 
with a free conscience. 


Martin Aurand is Architecture Librarian and Archivist, 
Carnegie Mellon University Architecture Archives. For 
more information, Mr. Aurand suggests that you refer to 
Records in Architectural Offices: Suggestions for the Or- 
ganization, Storage and Conservation of Architectural 
Office Archives (3rd rev. ed.) by Schrock, Nancy Carlson 
and Mary Campbell Cooper. Cambridge, Mass.: Massa- 
chusetts Committee for the Preservation of Architectural 
Records, 1992. Available at Hunt Library, Carnegie Mellon 
University. 


Visit the Carnegie Mellon University Architecture Archives 
on the Web at: 
http://www. library.cmu.edu/Libraries/ArchArch/ 
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CELLULAR SAVINGS 
КОЕ AIA MEMBERS & EMPLOYEES 


With Bell Atlantic Mobile as your cellular provider, you will be part of the most technologically advanced 
digital network with phones that work virtually everywhere coast-to-coast. Bell Atlantic Mobile 


also offers a full line of pagers in addition to data and wireless internet services. 


AIRTIME RATES 


OPTION 1 — Association Value Pack OPTION 2 — Association Pricing 


The best choice for people that use over 40 minutes The best choice for emergency or security use. 
наны ишш Monthly AGG6s$........ ue к ша жеее» $17.95 
Monthly Ассеѕ5.......................... $29.99 Peak airtime rate per minute ................. 37¢ 
Minutes Included Every Month .. 75 Peak or Off-Peak Off-Peak airtime rate per minute.............. 17¢ 
Discounted Airtime Rates Over Allowance Usage Discounts 
76-100 .......... 27¢ 301-600 „а=: 216 100-199 ......... 2% 500-799. ......... 10% 
101-150..........25€ 6008. ees periisse 20€ 200-299 ......... 596 800+............ 11% 
151-300.........23¢ 300-499 n1svaxes ax 6% 
All minutes receive the highest discount. All minutes receive the highest discount. 

Here are even more ways to save: Here are even more ways to save: 

° 1st minute of every incoming call is FREE * 600 minutes of local off-peak calling a month 

* Free Voice Mail for the first year 

* No Activation Fee * Free Voice Mail 

* Aggregate minute allowances for two or more lines * No Activation Fee 


For more information, visit one of our conveniently located Communications Stores listed below 
or call 303-3067 for a consultation visit in your office. 


Business Sales - Voice and Data - 303-3067 * Order by Phone 1-800-255-BELL 

North Hills - 4930 McKnight Road, 369-8500 • Downtown - 2 PPG Place, 392-0300 

South Hills – 2895 Banksville Road, 571-3300 * Ross Park Mall - 364-5041 * Century Ill Mall – 655-8850 
Monroeville – 3828 William Penn Highway, 856-2300 • Kittanning - Franklin Village, 543-6223 

Indiana Mall - 465-1040 • Westmoreland Mall - 830-9900 • Robinson Town Centre - 787-4220 

Butler - Moraine Pointe Plaza, 285-2900 * Beaver Valley Mall - 775-2866 * Uniontown Mall - 425-0167 
South Hills Village - 835-2102 * Franklin Mall (Washington) - 228-5933 


A new two-year contract with Bell Atlantic Mobile is required. Monthly access, airtime, toll, long distance, cellular regional calling and roaming charges apply. $175 early 
termination fee applies. Airtime is billed in full minute increments so the actual number of minutes available to a customer may vary. New contract terms and conditions 
covering all lines on an account may be required. If you are a current Bell Atlantic Mobile customer and would like to change your price plan, call our Customer Service 
Department at 1-800-922-0204, toll and airtime free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Please have your mobile telephone number ready. This offer is subject to the 
AIA Bell Atlantic Mobile agreement. Proof of AIA membership is required. 


© Bell Atlantic Mobile 
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DRAWING BY BENNO JANSSEN FROM THE CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES. 


L LI п 
Benno Janssens Quevre Revisited, +4 


A review of “The Architecture of Benno Janssen by Donald Miller” 


he architect is on site observing the construction 
of the building he will one day consider to be his 
masterpiece. This day, some of the sixty-two col- 


umns that line the four sides of the building are being set. 
With the architect are his three children. Each child has a 
penny; each places the penny on the spot where “his” or 
“her” column will stand. As the architect looks on with 
satisfaction, the children marvel as the great limestone 
monoliths - each over thirty-six feet tall and nearly six feet 
in diameter, each weighing some sixty tons - are precisely 
set into place, capturing their pennies. It is the mid-19305, 
and Benno Janssen and his children, Pat, Benno Jr., and 
Mary are on the construction site of Mellon Institute for 
Industrial Research. 


As the children’s pennies remain an indelible part of Mellon 
Institute, so Benno Janssen's work endures as a signifi- 
cant part of Pittsburgh's landmark architecture. From the 
monumental civic buildings in Oakland to the gracious 
estates in Fox Chapel and Sewickley Heights, Janssen's 
work continues to speak to us of permanence, practicality, 
beauty, and workmanship. 


Donald Miller, long-time writer on art and architecture for 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, has produced an elegant trib- 
ute to Benno Janssen, featuring new photography by Ed- 
ward Massery that captures the essence of many of 
Janssen’s finest buildings. The book received the financial 
support of a number of important foundations and the ap- 


£ 


parently enthusiastic cooperation of the Janssen family. 
Initial portions of the book trace Janssens life and career 
in meaningful detail. A highly enjoyable compilation of 


reminiscences of surviving family, colleagues, and friends 


follows. Later sections contain expanded descriptions of 
major works organized into three distinct periods of 
Janssens career. 


It seems that there could have been more coverage of 
Janssen' private residences, especially in the form of vi- 
sual images. Even so, the book is generously illustrated, 
including renderings of unrealized projects such as PPG 
international headquarters in Oakland, and Schenley Tow- 
ers, a 20-story high-rise to be located on Fifth Avenue at 
University Place. One is led to imagine the impact on the 
views of Oakland as well as the Janssen legacy had these 


review 


Janssen drawing, rear 
garden, la Tourelle, 
circa 1924. There would 
be no balustrade, but 
reflecting pool, lower 
left, stayed in different 
treatment and chimneys 
became more massive. 
Tourelle entrance, 
extreme right. 
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PHOTOS BY ED MASSERY. 


Entrance, Longue Vue Club, Penn Hills, today. Living room, La Tourelle, today. 


projects been built. The book also includes a complete tect. His clientele was certainly cultivated if not calcula 


ed; 
catalogue of Janssen’s projects, built and proposed, not- for instance, his first year in Pittsburgh, Janssen joined 
ing the style of the structure, present status, publications the Duquesne Club, then as now the premiere gathering 
in which the project appeared, and, where available, the place for Pittsburgh businessmen. In 1907, he went into 
name of the building contractor. partnership with Franklin Abbott, the son of a prominent 


Pittsburgh steel manufacturer. Mr. Miller states, “Janssen 


Overall, this is a well-written book. Mr. Miller's warmth І i i | : н 
| i "IM considered his partner's social connections his greatest 
toward his subject can often be sensed, as if he is writing { wu 
8 : NM value in the firm. 
about an old friend; indeed, Janssen's William Penn Ho- 


tel, Pittsburgh Athletic Association and Mellon Institute Yet Janssen's good fortune in making contacts had begun 
are old friends to most Pittsburgh architects. One may find, as early as his service in the Army, where his squadron 


however, the brief digressions into the relevance of archi commander was the elder brother of Roy A. Hunt, Sr., late 
tects John Russell Pope, Dahlen Ritchey, and Alfred president of Alcoa and a Janssen client. Janssen's second 
Hopkins, as well as the charitable activities of the Mellons, wife (his first wife died of an illness), Edith Patton was the 
to be slightly distracting. Mr. Miller is magnanimous to- daughter of State Senator Alexander Patton. An avid golfer 
ward other authorities, making note of Franklin Toker's until the end of his long life, Janssen was a member of 
theory that Edgar Kaufmann hired Janssen because he was four local golf clubs as well as the Rolling Rock Country 


the Mellons’ architect, and crediting David Vater, AIA with Club, which undoubtedly led to a number of commissions, 


determining the historical model for, as well as explaining including Longue Vue Club and the Rolling Rock Stables 
the symbolism of the ornamentation of, the Twentieth Cen- and Kennels. He dined and golfed with A.W. and R.B. 
tury Club. Mellon and played bridge with Arthur Davis, chairman of 


. : А | Alcoa. Janssen' propitious client-architect relationships 
Benno Janssen was born in 1874 in St. Louis, and raised 


were more than a matter of mere wooing. Janssen pre- 


there as the youngest of seven children of German immi- 


. i ferred period architecture; his well-to-do clients saw the 
grants. His unusual first name seems to have come from a 


| : . application of historical styles as a reflection of their sta- 
character in a book, possibly the medieval German St. 


ж š tus and taste. 
Benno. After beginning his career in Boston, Janssen 


moved to Pittsburgh in 1904, and became a society archi- 
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Certainly, Janssen's skill and standing within his profes- 
sion was at least half the reason for his impressive clien- 
tele. In 1902 Janssen had won second place in a national 
drafting competition (in those days the term draftsman 
meant much more than it does now), then studied for two 
years at the Ecole de Beaux-Arts in Paris. Janssen received 
acclaim in a 1915 article in The Brickbuilder, a national 
trade magazine. Mr. Miller states that Pittsburgh's archi- 
tectural historians are in accord that Janssen was the most 
talented architect working in Pittsburgh at the time. Addi- 
tionally, he surrounded himself with a large and capable 
staff that included skilled renderers and detailers. William 
Cocken, Janssen's second partner for seventeen years, was 
renowned in his own right. Mr. Miller states, "With 
Cocken, Janssen was able to achieve many of his dreams 
while overcoming many of the technical problems of de- 
sign and construction. Janssen was always most inter- 
ested in the firm's creative aspects." Janssen taught at 
Carnegie Tech, possibly as long as from 1907-16, and in 
1916, the American Institute of Architects elected him a 
fellow at age forty-two. 


Mr. Miller mentions more than once that Benno Janssen 
was the Kaufmanns' architect before Frank Lloyd Wright. 
He relates a passage from Edgar Kaufmann Jr.'s book which 
describes Wright, on a visit to La Tourelle, the Norman 
Revival-style home in Fox Chapel that Janssen designed 
for the Kaufmanns in 1925 (in which they lived until 1940 
when they moved into a suite in the William Penn Hotel). 
Wright looked around the living room and said, "Edgar, 
something is wrong.” What was “wrong”, Mr. Miller 
notes, was that the house was neither designed by 
Wright nor furnished according to his organic prin- 
ciples. With sardonic humor, Mr. Miller adds, “One 
would like to think Janssen, even though he had little 
interest in avant-garde architecture, would have been 
more generous toward Wright.” 


The book confronts one with overwhelming evidence of 
Janssens ability, and the new photographs illustrate the 
enduring beauty of Janssen's buildings. One may, there- 
fore, find it discomfiting that Mr. Miller in conclusion states, 
“But it undoubtedly would have surprised and disappointed 


Janssen to know he would probably be best remembered 
today as the man who stirred in Edgar J. Kaufmann a love 
of architecture, preparing him for Fallingwater, one of the 
world's most admired dwellings.” From an architect's point 
of view, one must express doubt that this is the way most 
architects past or present (including Wright) have thought 
of Janssen. 


The book indicates, sadly, that most of Janssen's draw- 
ings and office records have disappeared. A successor firm 
exists, but the line of succession is not entirely direct and 
probably contributed to the loss of documents. In 1938, 
Janssen retired at age 64, leaving the firm to Cocken, who 
ran it until his death in 1958. Two associates in the firm, 
Hoffman and Crumpton went into partnership in 1939 and 
designed buildings for some of Janssen and Cocken's 
important clients. Loeffler/Johnson and Associates suc- 
ceeded Hoffman and Crumpton, and in turn were succeeded 
by Johnson Schmidt and Associates. 


Fate sought to deny Benno Janssen a lasting place in ar- 
chitectural history. The flow of high-profile commissions 
he had enjoyed was effectively shut off by the depression. 
The forceful current of modern architecture, which he had 
stylishly resisted for so many years, helped sweep Janssen 
into relative obscurity. (As a contrast, consider that Mellon 
Institute and Fallingwater were completed the same year.) 
Yet, only the most fervent modernist could deny the beauty 
and grace in Janssen's works, and the passage of time, 
which has seen the remarkable endurance of so many of 
Janssens buildings, has come to his rescue. The book 
mentions three of Janssen's buildings that have been el- 
evated to the National Register of Historic Places; the Reg- 
ister lists three others as well. 


The Architecture of Benno Janssen is a crowning tribute 
as well as an important book on two fronts. It serves as a 
very thorough documentation of the architect's work as well 
as a significant record component of what is perhaps the 
richest period in Pittsburgh's architectural history. It is 
deserving of a place on the library shelves of all Pitts- 
burgh architects interested in the legacy of one of their 
greatest predecessors. 


review 


bricks and mortar 


From the Firms 
RSH Architects has formed RSH Interiors, and Heather Knuth has joined 


the firm to manage this new service. 


WTW Architects has teamed with Van H. Gilbert Architect, PC of Albuquerque to com- 
plete the design for a fast-track renovation of the University of New Mexico student union. 


Repal Construction Co., Inc. has been awarded the contract for an addition and renova- 
tions to the Poland Funeral Home in Conway, PA. 


SAI Consulting Engineers, Inc. opened a branch office in Westover, WV. 


On September 1, Poli & Cuteri Architects, Inc. became the Cuteri Architectural 
Group, Inc. 


The Design Alliance has been chosen as the architectural firm for the Hill House Early 
Childhood Learning Center. Repal Construction Co., Inc are the general contractors. 


Business Briefs 
LDA Companies announced several staff 


additions. Robert L. Burlett is a graduate architect and 
Leonard P. Swatchick is a senior designer. Also, Nicholas 
G. Bizic has joined the firm as a human resource coordina- 
tor, Gary M. Link as a records manager, Victoria A. Wittman 
as an environmental, health, and safety specialist trainee, 


and Wayne M. Koenig as a CADD operator. 


Perkins Eastman Architects has promoted Alan 
Schlossberg to senior associate and Ed Goytia, Ken 
Kuligowski, and Arch Pelley to associates. Mark Barnett, 
Victor Curti, Anthony Flynn, Ana Hwa Johnnides, and Lizette 
Rios-Williams have also joined the professional staff 


David A. Parker, Associate AIA and Marc Mondor, 
have joined the professional staff of WTW Architects. 
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SAI Consulting Engineers, Inc. has added three new engineers to the staff: Amie Clawson, 
William Ferko and Erin McGurk. 


Cuteri Architectural Group Inc. announced that Susan Fournier has joined the firm 
as senior interior designer, Nadine Boehm as intern architect, and Ryan Blocher, CAD 
production. 


WTW Architects announced that Jessica Kucic has joined the interior design depart- 
ment, Karen R. Malloy has been named marketing assistant, and Deborah Hallas has been 
appointed senior interior designer. 


KITCHEN 
CREATIVITY 
FOR THE NEW 
MILLENNIUM 
* 


KITCHEN & BATH 


(CONCEPTS 


Ete aS E U R c H 


7901 Perry Highway, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237 


412-369-2900 
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FOR OVER 25 YEARS, 
WE'VE BEEN RAISING BUILDINGS. 


AND STANDARDS. 


Attention to detail. oe even the award-winning 
Impeccable standards. X. Southpointe Golf Club. 
Respect for your budget m \ 
requirements. Just а few 

of the qualities that have 


made General Industries - 3 


Our talented team can 
execute your architect’s 
custom design, even 


. construct pre-engineered 
the area’s premier general P 8 I 


иц, Í == sms mua. metal structures. And tight 
I @ budgets, tight deadlines and 
For over a quarter of a = i 3 s difficult properties are no 


century, we've been S tat. ае: problem either. 
building one-of-a-kind Жаз С 


buildings. Like the Levin Ene - < š So why not raise. 
Furniture showroom, the Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates — VOUT standards. Call 


new Sarris Candies facility, GENERAL General Industries. 
INDUSTRIES 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
15 Arentzen Boulevard, Charleroi, PA 15022 。 724-483-1600 D 


= Ñ s gs aen -— CERT T 


The Sewickley Academy pre-school project provided a very challenging fast track schedule. Through their understanding of time, 
cost and quality control DiCicco Contracting was able to meet all project milestones. Over 25 years of contracting experience has 
taught that skillful planning, managing and coordination of the project resources can only result in building excellence. 


p (= DiCicco Contracting Co. 
C 


General Contractors (412) 262-3540 


calendar 


NEW BIRMINGHAM 
32 City Homes For Sale 
Priced From 
$105,000 — $170,000 


2- and 3-Bedroom Townhouses 
Destinctive Design 
Split Level Living Spaces 
Oversized Window Areas 
High Ceilings 
Off-Street Parking 
Private Patios and Courtyards 
Ample Landscaping 
Energy Efficient Design 


Special Financing Available 


South 17th Street at Muriel Street 
AT THE HEART OF THE 
HISTORIC SOUTH SIDE 


For Information: 
ALTON PROPERTIES, INC. 
412-431-5151 


Developed By: 
SOUTH SIDE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 
COMPANY 


AIA ACTIVITIES 


October 6, Tuesday 
Communications Committee 
Meeting, 9 a.m. at the Chapter office, 
471-9548 


October 13, Tuesday 
AIA Pittsburgh Board Meeting 
5 p.m. at the Chapter office. All members are 
welcome, 471-9548. 


October 14, Wednesday 


Professional Development Committee 
Meeting, noon at the Chapter office, 
Scott Keener, AIA, 391-3086 


October 9, Friday 
Committee on the Environment, noon 
atthe Chapter office, Gary Moshier, AIA, 
231-1500 


October 12, Monday 


Design Awards submissions due by 5 p.m. 
Call 471-9548 for information. 


October 15, Thursday 


Legislative Committee, noon at the 
Chapter office, Chuck Coltharp, AIA, 
231-1500. 


October 18-25 


AIA Pittsburgh Design Awards. Entries 
will be on display in the Great Hall of 
Architecture at the Carnegie Museum. 
October 18: the Grand Gala opening event. 
October 21: Jury critique and presentation of 
awards. Call 471-9548. 
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CALE EN OD A В 


AROUND TOWN 


October 13, Tuesday 


CSI Pittsburgh Tour of Fore Systems, Inc. 
5:30 p.m.; catered dinner following tour. Call 
412-823-5063 for reservations by Friday, 
October 2. 


NORTHWEST CHAPTER 


October 6, Tuesday 


Executive Committee Meeting. 
Call Bill Helsley, AIA (814) 456-2953 for 
information. 


November 11, Wednesday 


Membership Meeting, 6 p.m. Call 
Bill Helsley, AIA (814) 456-2953 for 
information. 


CONTRACTORS’ 


A LISTING OF AREA CONTRACTORS AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410. 


W AIC, INC. 

128 Hanover Street, Carnegie, PA 15106 
PHONE: 276-7577 FAX: 276-7578 

CONTACT: Robert A. Ardolino 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Interior / Renovations 


g BRIDGES 

1300 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
PHONE: 321-5400 FAX: 321-9823 

CONTACT: Paul R. Bridges 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


W J. R. BUNN, INC.” 

717 Millers Run Road, McDonald, PA 15057 
PHONE: 221-7144 FAX: 257-4456 

CONTACT: James Bunn, Jr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
Industrial / General 


I BURCHICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC." 
500 Lowries Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
PHONE: 369-9700 РАХ: 369-9991 

CONTACT: Joseph E. Burchick 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations 


I BURNS & SCALO ROOFING CO., INC. 
400 Bursca Drive, Suite 402, Bridgeville, PA 15017 
PHONE: 221-6300 РАХ: 221-6262 

CONTACT: Jack F. Scalo, President 

Commercial / Industrial / Residential 
Roofing sheetmetal / Architectural panels 
1998 ABC Subcontractor Of The Year 

1998 National Roofing Contractor Of The 
Year 


и F.J. BUSSE CO., INC." 

P.O. Box 8540 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

PHONE: 921-1231 FAX; 921-9861 

CONTACT: John Paul Busse 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


E R.E. CRAWFORD COMPANY 

1046 Pittsburgh Street, Springdale, PA 15144 
PHONE: 724-274-5000 FAX: 724-274-2323 
CONTACT: Heidi White 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Interior / Renovations 


I DICICCO CONTRACTING СО.“ 

1009 Beaver Grade Road, Suite 200 

Coraopolis, PA 15108 

PHONE: 262-3540 FAX: 269-6699 

CONTACT: Samuel E. DiCicco 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Interior Renovations 


I DICK CORPORATION" 

P.O. Box 10896, Pittsburgh, PA 15236 

PHONE: 384-1320 FAX: 384-1215 

CONTACT: John R. Bonassi 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / Highway / Industrial Interior / 
Renovations 


W P.J. DICK INCORPORATED" 

P.O. Box 98100, Pittsburgh, PA 15227-0500 
PHONE: 462-9300 FAX: 462-2588 

CONTACT: Charles S. Pryor 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations / Institutional 


W FLYNN CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

610 Ross Avenue, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 
PHONE: 243-2483 FAX: 243-7925 

CONTACT: Thomas O'Connor 

Commercial / Construction Management 
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations 


W GENERAL INDUSTRIES 

15 Arentzen Blvd., Charleroi, PA 15022 

PHONE: (724) 483-1600 FAX: (724) 483-0990 
CONTACT: Donald lvill 

Commercial / Exterior / General / Industrial 
Interior / Renovations 


W HARCHUCK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
122 Kerr Road, New Kensington, PA 15068 
PHONE: (724) 339-7073 FAX: (724) 339-7076 
CONTACT: David A. Harchuck 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


E JENDOCO CONSTRUCTION 
CORPORATION 

2000 Lincoln Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
PHONE: 412-361-4500 FAX: 412-361-4790 
CONTACT: Ruth Mazza 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrail / Interior 
Renovations 


*Member of the MASTER BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION. 


W A. RICHARD KACIN, INC. 

795-22 Pine Valley Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15239 
PHONE: 724-327-6694 FAX: 724-733-5993 
CONTACT: A. Richard Kacin, Pres 
Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Residential 


i MORGAN Р. KRONK, CONSTRUCTION 
CONSULTANT, INC. 

P.O. Box 15540, Pittsburgh, PA 15244 

PHONE: 787-0720 FAX: 787-0730 

CONTACT: Morgan Kronk 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Interior / Renovations / 
Residential / Valve engineering / Cost 
estimating 


E KUSEVICH CONTRACTING, INC. 

3 Walnut Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15223 

PHONE: 782-2112 FAX: 782-0271 

CONTACT: George Kusevich, Jr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Interior Renovations 
Institutional 


E LANDAU BUILDING COMPANY" 

9855 Rinaman Road, Wexford, PA 15090 
PHONE: 935-8800 FAX: 935-6510 

CONTACT: Thomas A. Landau 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


ш A. MARTINI & CO., INC." 

320 Grant Street, Verona, PA 15147 

PHONE: 828-5500 FAX: 828-6488 

CONTACT: Angelo Martini, Sr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


W MISTICK CONSTRUCTION 

1300 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
PHONE: 322-1121 FAX: 322-9336 

CONTACT: Robert Mistick 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations 
Residential 


ш MOSITES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY" 
4839 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 
PHONE: 923-2255 FAX: 788-1169 

CONTACT: M. Dean Mosites 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Highway / Industrial 
Interior / Renovations 


E NELLO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY" 
3 Glass Street, Carnegie, PA 15106 

PHONE: 276-0010 РАХ: 276-8123 

CONTACT: Janet Torriero 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


E РОС ENVIRONMENTAL, INC." 

102 Technology Drive, Export, PA 15632 
PHONE: (724) 325-1449 FAX: (724) 327-3717 
CONTACT: Shawn P. Regan 

Asbestos abatement contractor 


B REPAL CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
2400 Ardmore Blvd., Suite 400, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

PHONE: 271-3700 FAX: 271-3866 

CONTACT: Bill Palmer, Jr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations / Residential 


E TEDCO CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION" 
TEDCO Place, Carnegie, PA 15106 

PHONE: 276-8080 FAX: 276-6804 

CONTACT. Beth Cheberenchick 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


E TURNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY" 
1400 Koppers Building 

436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
PHONE: 412-255-5400 РАХ: 412-255-0249 
CONTACT: Raymond H. Steeb, III 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations 


B JOSEPH VACCARELLO, JR. INC. 
Р.0. Box 663, Carnegie, PA 15106 

PHONE: 412-276-2755 FAX: 412-276-7985 
CONTACT: Gary Dickinson 

Commercial / Highway / Industrial 
Residential / Bulk excavation 

Site development 


п WJG CONTRACTING, INC. 

Р.0. Box 4286, Pittsburgh, PA 15203-0286 
PHONE: 381-7098 FAX: 381-7698 

CONTACT: William J. Gormley, Jr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations 


dossier 


Columns October 1998 19 


Jeffrey DeNinno, AIA 


MUNCH / Jeffrey DeNinno, Architect 


WAT 


WILLIAM R. 
THORNTON 
FD. ВЕ 


* Architectural Acoustics 

* Building Noise Control 

* [ndustrial Noise Control 

* Community Noise 

* HVAC Noise Design & Control 
* Vibration Isolation & Control 
* Vibration Measurements 

* MRI Site Evaluation 

* Product Development 

* Expert Witness 


250 Shagbark Drive 
R D #1 Cheswick, PA 15024 
(724) 265-2000 


Family: single, Kitty (10) and PK (2). 

Years in practice: 10, probably more. 

Education: В.А. Lehigh University, M.Arch. Carnegie-Mellon. 

First job: Sweeping out houses under construction. 

Project you're most pleased with: Market Square Renovation. 

Most embarrassing moment: realizing that my fly was open during a meeting. 

Building you wish you had designed: Chartres. 

Building you'd like to tear down: Fifth Avenue Place. 

If you hadn't been an architect, you would have been: a client. 

If someone made a movie of your life, who would play you?: Inevitably a young Fred Savage. 
If you could live anywhere in the world, that would he: different places, often. 

The hest part of my job is: making dignified spaces for people to do whatever. 

The one thing | would change about my job is: to be outside more. 

The most annoying thing about architects is: pretension. 

The one thing | wish they'd teach in school is: nearly all of us will remain anonymous. 
Favorite interior: Yale Center for British Art. 


Favorite city: Brooklyn, currently. 
Favorite architect: other than me? 

Favorite Pittsburgh neighborhood: Mexican War Streets. 

Most architecturally appealing telephone booths in Pittsburgh: Frick Building Lobby. 


Wish list for Pittsburgh/Downtown: a real metropolitan light rail system, a grocery store, 
and people who don' spit on the sidewalks. 


The next big architectural trend is: smaller houses. 
The secret to my success is: believing strongly in the work. 
I belong to the AIA because: it's important for architects to have a voice. 


CONSULTANTS IN PRESENTATION TECHNOLOGIES 


Specializing in: board rooms, conference centers, 
training facilities, teleconferencing/telemedicine 
rooms, auditoria & command/control rooms. 


|ә |? IE (S mS I VOICE (412) 621-1950 
3 M 一 NE VIDEO (412) 687-7340 
5 Y 5 T E ^ 5 


FAX (412) 621-9887 


PITTSBURGH * PHILADELPHIA * 5 NATIONAL AWARDS 


DIRECTORY 


A LISTING OF AREA ENGINEERS AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410 


E BARBER & HOFFMAN, INC. 

101 E. Diamond Street, #302 

Butler, PA 16001-5905 

PHONE: (724) 477-1298 FAX: (724) 285-6675 
CONTACT: Michael R. Miller, P.E. 

Consulting / Structural 


E BRACE ENGINEERING, INC. 
3440 Babcock Boulevard, Box 15128 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

PHONE: 367-7700 FAX: 367-8177 
CONTACT: Frank C. Brace 
Structural 


I BURT HILL KOSAR RITTELMANN 
ASSOCIATES 

400 Morgan Center, Butler, PA 16001 

PHONE: (724) 285-4761 FAX: (724) 285-6815 
CONTACT: David В. Linamen, РЕ. 
Construction / Consulting / Electrical 
Mechanical 


I BURT HILL KOSAR RITTELMANN 
ASSOCIATES 

650 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
PHONE: 394-7000 FAX: 394-7880 
CONTACT: Don Rimer 

Construction / Consulting / Electrical 
Mechanical 


B CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSULTANTS, INC. 

601 Holiday Drive, Foster Plaza 3 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

PHONE: 921-3402 FAX: 921-1815 

CONTACT: Gregory P. Quatchak, P.E. 

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Construction 
Consulting / Environmental / Geotechnical 


Bi CLAITMAN ENGINEERING ASSOC., INC. 


1340 Old Freeport Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238 
PHONE: 963-6700 FAX: 963-7217 

CONTACT: Robert Rosenthal 

Consulting / Mechanical 


ШЕ DODSON ENGINEERING, INC. 

420 One Chatham Center, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
PHONE: 261-6515 FAX: 261-6527 

CONTACT: Herbert J. Brankley, P.E., 

Gregory L. Calabria, PE. 

Consulting / Mechanical 


E ELWOOD S. TOWER CORPORATION 
8150 Perry Highway, Suite 319, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

PHONE: 369-7777 FAX: 364-8115 
CONTACT: David E. Tower 

Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 
Telecommunications 


W ENGINEERING MECHANICS, INC. 

4636 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 
PHONE: 923-1950 FAX: 787-5891 

CONTACT: Daniel Grieco, Jr., РЕ. 

Testing & Inspection / Geotechnical 
Consulting / Environmental 

Blasting Vibrations 


B FIRSCHING, RUSBARSKY AND WOLF 
ENGINEERING, INC. 

4240 Greensburg Pike, Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
PHONE: 271-5090 FAX: 271-5193 

CONTACT: Daniel J. Wolf / David D. Rusbarsky 
Consulting / Mechanical 


I FOREMAN ARCHITECTS 

ENGINEERS, INC. 

P.0. Box 189, Zelienople, PA 16063 

PHONE: 724-452-9690 FAX: 724-452-0136 
CONTACT: David E. Foreman, P.E. 

Civil / Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 
Structural 


B THE GATEWAY ENGINEERS, INC. 
1011 Alcon Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220 
PHONE: 921-4030 FAX: 921-9960 

CONTACT: Rose Griffin 

Civil / Testing & Inspection / Consulting 
Environmental 


E GIPSON ENGINEERING 

122 Kerr Road, Р.О. Box 14359 

Pittsburgh, PA 15239 

PHONE: (724) 339-2911 FAX: (724) 339-8814 
CONTACT: Stephen R. Gipson, PE 
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 
Structural 


m HORNFECK ENGINEERING, INC. 

1020 North Canal Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15215 
PHONE: 781-1500 FAX: 781-5593 

CONTACT: Richard W. Petrie, РЕ. 

Consulting / Electrical / Instrumentation 
Lighting / Telecommunications 


W JSA/LAWLER ENGINEERS 

PO. Box 15508, Pittsburgh, PA 15244 
PHONE: 412-788-1500 FAX: 412-787-5960 
CONTACT: M. Timothy Lawler, Phd, P.E 
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 


E L. ROBERT KIMBALL & ASSOCIATES 
415 Moon Clinton Road 

Moon Township, PA 15108 

PHONE: 262-5400 FAX: 262-3036 

CONTACT: Thomas L. Blank, CIH, CSP 
Joseph F. Moon, PE 

Asbestos Management / Environmental 
Site Assessments / Indoor Air Quality 
Lead Based Paint Management 

Radon Testing-Mitigation 

Industrial Hygiene-Safety 

Civil / Site / Structural 


m KONEFAL & COMPANY, INC. 
1108 South Braddock Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218 

PHONE: 244-5044 FAX: 244-5045 
CONTACT: Stephan V. Konefal, P.E. 
Structural 


W LENNON, SMITH, SOULERET 
ENGINEERING, INC. 

846 Fourth Avenue 

Coraopolis, PA 15108 

PHONE: 264-4400 FAX: 264-1200 
CONTACT: Daniel S. Gilligan 

Civil / Consulting / Environmental 


И PETER F. LOFTUS DIVISION 

Eichleay Engineers Inc., 6585 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206-4407 

PHONE: 363-9000 FAX: 365-3304 

CONTACT: Glenn Avick 

Civil / Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 
Structural / Telecommunications 

Fire Detection & Protection 


E MAZZA ENGINEERING 

ASSOCIATES, INC 

236 Center Grange Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001 
PHONE: (724) 728-8110 FAX: (724) 728-8559 
CONTACT: Jacqueline K. Mazza 

Civil / Consulting / Mechanical / Structural 
Transportation 


I MEUCCI ENGINEERING, INC. 
409 Elk Avenue, Carnegie PA 15106 
PHONE: 276-8844 FAX: 276-2960 
CONTACT: James B. Fath, PE 
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 


ШЕ MURRAY ASSOCIATES, INC. 

413 Penn Avenue, Turtle Creek, PA 15145 
PHONE: 823-2020 FAX: 824-7302 
CONTACT: Debbie Faust 

Structural / Civil / Geotechnical 
Environmental / Testing & Inspection 
Construction / Consulting 


B POLYTECH, INC. 

Three Gateway Center, 12th Floor, East Wing 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

PHONE: 995-1300 FAX: 995-1306 

CONTACT: Michael C. Moore 

Civil / Consulting / Electrical 
Mechanical / Structural / Transportation 
Construction Management 


W RCF ENGINEERS, INC. 

Fourth Floor, 209 Sandusky Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

PHONE: 231-5500 FAX: 231-6427 

CONTACT: Mark S. Wolfgang, P.E., President 
Testing & Inspection / Consulting 
Electrical / Environmental / Mechanical 
Telecommunications 


W SAI CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 
300 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-2571 
PHONE: 392-8750 FAX: 392-8785 

CONTACT: Walter S. Krasneski, Jr. 

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Consulting 
Structural / Transportation 


W SE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

98 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017 
PHONE: 221-1100 FAX: 257-6103 

CONTACT: Frank Berchin 

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Construction 
Consulting / Electrical / Environmental 
Geotechnical / Structural 
Telecommunications / Transportation 


I TRANS ASSOCIATES ENGINEERING 
CONSULTANTS, INC. 

2419 Baldwick Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 
PHONE: 412-937-8070 FAX: 412-937-8071 
CONTACT: Sandra A. Sabo 

Civil / Consulting / Transportation 
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Now Pittsburgh commercial 


projects have local support 
as strong as steel. 


INTRODUCING A POWERFUL NEW ALLIANCE BETWEEN THE IRON CITY AND ANDERSEN COMMERCIAL GROUPS — 
BOTH LOCATED IN THE PITTSBURGH AREA. ALL ARE DEDICATED, EXPERIENCED COMMERCIAL WINDOW EXPERTS 
WHO WILL WORK ONE-ON-ONE WITH YOU FOR HANDS-ON PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND ON-SITE ASSISTANCE RIGHT 
DOWN TO THE DETAILS. CALL CLAUDE DIIANNI (ANDERSEN) AT 330-758-6793 OR ONE OF THE IRON CITY 
DISTRIBUTOR REPRESENTATIVES BELOW. FOR PRODUCT INFORMATION, VISIT; WWW.ANDERSENWINDOWS,COM 


ANDERSEN son Oty nc 
COMMERCIAL fp ==. Z 


ANGELO DINARDO 412-864-1458 
ANGELO PETRICCA 412-334-0622 


ANDERSEN IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF ANDERSEN CORPORATION. COPYRIGHT © 1998. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 8309 


THE MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA (MBA) 


Tap Into 
Our Resources 


hile many local contractors are struggling with worker recruit- 

ment, retention and training, the member contractors of the 
Master Builders Association (MBA) continue to invest and manage their 
most valuable resource — a pool of thousands of highly trained 
craftspeople. 


It makes good business sense to build your projects utilizing productive, 
skilled trades. They reduce the potential for costly delays and the nega- 
tive publicity associated with construction accidents. 


ee So the next time you're putting together that bid list, select MBA contrac- 
HAPTER OF 


tors who can tap into this resource, to deliver projects built by the safest, 
most highly trained and qualified craftspeople in Western PA. 


GENERAL SERVICES ГЭНА 


A LISTING OF AREA BUSINESSES AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410. 


ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK 


E GIFFIN INTERIOR & FIXTURE, INC. 

500 Scotti Drive, Bridgeville, PA 15017 

PHONE: 221-1166 FAX: 221-3745 

CONTACT: Monty Gibson 

Architectural Woodwork, Custom Cabinetry, 
Retail Store Fixtures, Institutional Casework, 
Solid Surfacing and Interior Renovations. 


BLUEPRINTS 


I MATHIAS REPROGRAPHICS 

950 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
PHONE: 281-1800 FAX: 281-8243 

CONTACT: Mark Mathias 

Digital document plotting/printing, 
Blueprinting, Construction Document 
Management, Large format bond copies, 
Photo reproductions, Copiers, plotters, 
printers, papers, inks, toners. 


Ii TRI-STATE BLUE PRINTING, INC. 

911 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

PHONE: 281-3538 FAX: 281-3344 

CONTACT: George R. Marshall 

Blueprinting, Oversized Xeroxing, Mounting, 
Laminating, Giant stats, Wash-off mylars, 
Unlimited size digital and hardcopy color 
output, Project manuals, Art supplies 


Ш WASHINGTON REPROGRAPHICS, INC. 
DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH • 514 Liberty Avenue 

2 ROBINSON TOWNSHIP LOCATIONS 

700 Vista Park Drive & 400 Hightower Boulevard 
WASHINGTON LOCATION © 234 E. Maiden Street 
CALL: 788-0640 or visit our website at 
WWW.reproresource.com. 

CONTACT. John J. Dziak 

Print project management, Digital black & 
white (D/prints), Plotting, Scanning, CADD 
Services, Specs/Binding, Color display 
services, Mounting/Laminating, Equipment/ 
Supplies, Blueprinting, Pickup & delivery 


CADD SERVICES 


E THE WOZNIAK CORPORATION 

2103 Montour Street, Coraopolis, PA 15108 

PHONE: 412-264-7444 FAX: 412-264-7441 

EMAIL: WOZCORP Qaol.com 

CONTACT: David Walter Wozniak, AIA, NCARB 
CONTRACT DRAFTING - AutoCad or Manual 
....Plus Pre-Design and Pre-Construction 
Services, Construction Documents Review & 
Coordination....and other support services. 


m CLIMATECH, INC. 

РО. Box 367, Bridgeville, PA 15017 

PHONE: 221-3844 FAX: 221-7786 

CONTACT: Mitch Taback 

HVAC design & budget pricing, System 
evaluation, Consultation, Installation, 
Emergency service, Repair, Air balancing, 
Comfort & energy enhancements, 
Commercial, Industrial, Residential 


OFFICE FURNITURE 


W WORKSCAPE, INC. 

436 S. Main Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

PHONE: 920-6300 FAX: 920-7570 

CONTACT: Dave Sauter 

Sales, Service, Installation and project 
management for all of your KNOLL & 
KIMBALL office furniture. Special discounts 
for architects. 


m C-AD SIGNS 

111 Third Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15215-2002 
PHONE: 782-1147 РАХ: 782-0645 

CONTACT: Jack Harnick 

Commercial signage, illuminated and non- 
illuminated. Design, fabrication, erection 
and maintenance. 


国 MVP/MATHIAS VISUAL PRODUCTS 

950 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

PHONE: 281-1800 FAX: 281-8243 

CONTACT: Chris Mathias 

Signs, banners, exhibits, displays. COLOR 
DIRECT prints & Duratrans. Digital inkjet 
printing. Mounting & laminating. Display 
frames, stands, lightboxes. Trade show 
exhibits. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


@ DEBORAH D. MARTONIK, CCS, WBE 
EMAIL: Jaymax@pathway.net 

PHONE: 1-888-220-4600 РНОМЕ/ FAX: 475-4266 
CONTACT: Deb Martonik 

Contract Documents, Architectural and 
Engineering Specifications Divisions 1-14 
Certified Construction Specifier. 


WATERPROOFING CONTRACTOR 


И T-n-D OF PITTSBURGH, INC. 

1422 Frey Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

PHONE: 412-374-1330 FAX: 412-374-1330 
CONTACT: Art Hawk or John Gibbon 

W. PA's selected contractor utilizing KOCH 
material's "TUFF-N-DRI" waterproofing 
systems. "GUARANTEED DRY" 


Chestnut Ridge Beamery 


With the new General 
Services Directory, 

you can list your business by 
specialty in Columns. List 
your firm under the heading of 
your choice. 


e Security Systems 

* Blue Prints 

* HVAC 

* Electrical Service 

* Design 

* Roofing 

* Signage 

* Windows and Doors 
* Brick Waterproofing 
* Interior Design 

* CADD Services 

* Lumber 

e Data 

* Flooring 

* Carpeting 

° Tile 

e Plumbing 


Call Tom Lavelle at 412-882- 
3410 for delails on how you 
can reach the right audience 
with our new directory! 


TEDGCCUOHAUUSRECVGCVEARUSTAAEEWEMEREREEERSD 008000000 


MARKETPLACE 


Handcrafted Post & Beam Frames 
Custom Made Mantles 
Beams up to 16 x 16 x 40 ft. 
Timbers and Related Items - paneling, flooring, siding 
Oak Douglas Fir 
Pine Other Species Available 
We have been working with engineers and architects for 
over 15 years creating beautiful living and work spaces. 


FOR SALE: Laurel Mountain Area: $169,000 — 
Gorgeous private retreat on 13 wooded acres located 20 
minutes from Greensburg. Skylights! Gourmet kitchen! 
1st floor bedroom, bath, laundry room and garage. 
Beauty & light throughout home. Call Metro Real Estate 
Services 724-838-7199 and ask for Marianne Kozak. 


Greg Secorie 

R.D.#1 Box 362 

Bolivar, PA 15923 
724-676-4392 or 888-882-7559 
Fax: 724-238-4091 
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M eeting the everchanging needs 


of our clients for over 46 reliable 
years, we continue to provide engineering 


and construction services. Today, Nello 


Construction Company builds on its reli- — ; scam 
ability -from general construction, pro- 


| ject management and construction man- 
N Jj tL be} 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY E pu 
3 Glass Street * Carnegie, Pennsylvania 15106 * 412/276-0010 * FAX 412/276-8123 

* Project Architect: Lucian Caste Architects 


agement. The scope and variety of our 


| work enables us to expand our creative 
_ talents continuously. 


THE BOLD LOOK THE REPUTATION OF 


OF KOHLER. 
Crescent Supply 


Crescent Supply has served local design 
professionals for nearly 45 years. Our 
Pittsburgh showroom features 6,000 
square feet of quality bathroom and 
kitchen products with experienced, full- 
time personnel to assist you and your 
clients in new construction and renovation. 


412 782-3300 


See our extensive display of plumbing products for the 

kitchen and bath, including the cast iron Vintage™ 6301 Butler Street, Pittsburgh 

Under the Robert D. Fleming (62nd Street) Bridge 
Showroom hours 9-5 M-F, Wednesdays to 8, Saturday 10-2 


Bath. Quality you’d expect from Kohler. 


Premium Quality 
Windows and Doors Kolbe & Kolbe 
f or any architectural the brand of choice for these and 
application . many other prestigious local projects... 


Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church Social Center 
Architects: Ross, Schonder, Sterzinger, Cupcheck 


Atrium I Research & Rehabilitation Center 
Architects: Lorenzi Dodds & Gunnill, Inc. The Clubhouse 
at Nevillewood 
Architects: 

IDSB, Inc. 


Pittsburgh Center for Organ Recovery 
Architects: The Design Alliance 


Colony Pointe 
Community 


Architects: , 
Ewing & Rubin 


A: Kolbe & Kolbe we have extended the limits of what can be done. 
We are dedicated to providing our customers with wood windows 
and doors that break the rules. Custom shapes, unique grille designs, 
exotic exterior finish colors, historic replications... 

we meet the challenge of making your designs a reality. 


a Washington, PA McMurray, PA Wexford, PA 
I H 1-70, Exit 6 Rt.19 South Perry Highway (Rt. 19) 
1600 Jefferson Ave. Donaldson’s Crossroads across from Wright Pontiac 


BUILDING PRODUCT CENTERS 


(724) 222-6100 (724) 941-4800 (724) 933-3220 
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John Deklewa & Sons, Inc. has made its mark as one of the 
premier general contractors in the Western Pennsylvania 
construction industry.by being attentive to detail. Since the 
company's founding in 1918 by John Deklewa Sr., the firm has 
engaged in most types of construction activity. From building 
construction, water arid waste treatment facilities to high-end 

residential and fine millwork installation, Deklewa applies 

state of the art construction technique and a sense 


of fine craftsmanship. 


Everyone at 


John Deklewa & Sons, Inc š 


is proud of its 75 year history and of their 


rock solid reputation as a provider of quality 


service and materials. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS- BUILDING SUC 


homefront 


There You HI Again by Cheryl R. Towers 


Not to give away my politics, but I 


In most American cities 
nowadays, people think 
of streets as passage- 


DAYS, not experiences. 


IN THIS ISSUE 


In the Tradition of Architecture ........ 6 
* natural beauty has a necessary place in the spiritual 
development of any individual or any society.” 


The Economic Benefits of 

Gren Building... ous emm emm 8 
Owners, tenants and the community benefit from a green 
approach. 


LEED" “Leadership in Energy and... 14 
Environmental Design” 

Agreen building rating system is expected to accelerate 
the development and implementation of green building 
practices. 
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On the cover: Highcroft Learning and Performing Arts 
Center, the proposed land based home of the American 
Wind Symphony, designed by MacLachlan Cornelius & 
Filoni. 


do cringe when | find myself spouting "Reaganisms", or 
for that matter, anyone else's “isms”. In this case, I’m re- 
ferring to our theme for this issue: sustainable develop- 
ment and green building. It seems these topics induce a 
rolling of the eyes along with an implied “there you go 
again” when uttered in some circles. 


This morning, a group of us were hanging around the 
AlA coffeepot talking about the sustainability buzz going 
around town. The President's Council on Sustainable De- 
velopment has been and gone, the “greening” ofthe new 
convention center is in the works, and some real possi- 
bilities for progress are in the air. 


We were alternating between chuckling and rolling our 
own eyes over a recent letter to the editor of the Post- 
Gazette by a member of the anti-sustainable establish- 
ment. | can understand healthy cynicism — after all, pro- 
fessional planning just about killed East Liberty anda 
number of other areas. But | can’t for the life of me under- 
stand wanting Pittsburgh or Western Pennsylvania or any 
other place to be unsustainable. Flip open (or in my case, 
point and click your way to) your trusty dictionary. Ameri- 
can Heritage gives us this about sustaining: 


1. To keep in existence; maintain. 

2. To supply with necessities or nourishment; 
provide for. 

3. To support from below; keep from falling or 
sinking; prop. 

4. To supportthe spirits, vitality, or resolution of; 
encourage. 

5. To bear up under; withstand. 


Who wouldn't want this? Meeting our needs today in 
such a way that our children can meet their needs to- 
morrow seems pretty straight forward to my simple 
way of thinking. 
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| can tell you where | do worry, though, and that is in mak- 
ing this good stuff available to all of us. The sustainable 
crowd is fond of the three E's: a healthy community is com- 
posed of good Environmental practices, a healthy Economy, 
and Equity. But what's equitable about policies and prac- 
tices that make it difficult if not impossible to enjoy some- 
thing like a conservation district in your backyard unless 
you live ina planned, gated community and/or a $500,000 
house that's part of an environmentally sensitive develop- 
ment? We've heard of urban sophisticates; now we have 
the eco-sophisticate. Great if you can afford it, but what 
about everyone else? This is hardly an argument against 
sustainable practices, but rather a plea for policy makers 
to adopt good land use practices in every community and 
enforce them. No one should have to retreat to an expen- 
sive and exclusive developmentto live and work in a healthy 
environment., and our authors amply demonstrate that 
while it may not be easy being green, it is desirable and 
do-able. 


While I'm riding this particular horse, l'Il also pass along 
some thoughts from a piece by Paul Goldberger in a re- 
centissue of The New Yorker. 


In most American cities nowadays, people think of streets 
as passageways, not experiences. The street used to be 
the essential urban element — the locus of magnificent 
serendipity, where public life went on unplanned by any 
one architect. There are still more real streets in New York 
than in any other city in America, but the trend is clearly 
going in the wrong direction. 


Let's not let that happen here any more than it already has 
—we've still got our share of “real” streets and we need to 
hang onto them. But, there | go again. 
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The END IS NEAR by Alan J. Cuteri, AIA 


Y2K: only a gigabyte nerd could create 


AIA architects are 
finally taking the step 


we needed to take 20 
years ago, and that is 
marketing our 
profession. 


& Columns is printed on recycled paper. 


anacronym which is cryptic, alphanumeric and downright 

novel. So what happens, the year 2000 comes along and 

all of a sudden the world ends. COOL! History is wrought 
with the doomsayers of the last millennium, and 
each century since the dial turned 1000. We not 
only find a modern version of the doomsayer in the 
high tech world of computers, but also find them 
fulfilling one of the twentieth century axioms of 
making money: fear sells. Y2K = $1,000,000,000 
— this is the formula for Marketing 101. Does any 
one remember Cobol or FORTRAN? Duh!! 


When 1999 rolls around, we will be on the verge of 
a national advertising campaign thanks to the vi- 
sion of AIA National and our annual dues assess- 
ment. AIA architects are finally taking the step we 
needed to take 20 years ago, and that is marketing 
our profession. This has to happen, it has to be 
done well and it has to be done continuously, even 
past the millennium. Every other industry and pro- 
fession markets their services and makes sure you 
know why you need them and how to find them. UPMC 
lets us Know they are there for any health care need and 
they let us know itevery 30 minutes on every network chan- 
nel. Do you find it interesting that the one, and almost 
only, health care provider in all of Western Pennsylvania 
needs to market? Don't be surprised. It's necessary and it's 
smart. 


Advertising, marketing and setting us apart from the aver- 
age architect is important. We bound along in this eco- 
nomic boom time, but rest assured that it will end, maybe 
not dramatically or quickly, but it will end. Establishing 
our position, not just as architects, but the bestarchitects 
could not happen ata better time. We need to invest in the 
future of our profession while the cash is flowing so that 
lean times are for the other architects, not AIA architects. 
We have always set the standard by which the profession 
is Measured, now we need to make sure everyone knows 


it. Marketing, advertising, and continuing education are only 
part of the formula. We need to capture the minds and hearts 
of the American Populous, and we need to recapture the 
lead in the building profession. We need to expand ser- 
vices and offer new services, be the best and be the first. 


Our local chapter has successfully endeavored to promote 
design to the local community of Southwestern Pennsyl- 
vania. The new convention center design competition sends 
the message that design is important. Each competitor will 
be paid $100,000 to design their competition submission. 


They will each undoubtedly spend more than the tithing, 
but the message is clear: design is a valuable asset that 
carries dollar value. The four finalists in the competition 
promise an incredible array of design submissions and 
guarantee a new landmark for the City and the country. The 
City can't lose and the AIA wins by elevating the value of 
architects and its members. A “bravo and well done” to the 
design selection committee with special thanks to our Alan 
Weiskopf, AIA and Marsha Berger, AIA for devoting the long 
hours and effort that is helping make this whole process a 
Success. 


Oh yes, “the end is near". | really wanted to talk about the 
fact that my term as president is almost over. This year has 
been a tremendous experience for me both professionally 
and personally. This time as president has been rewarding 
and fulfilling. Grass Roots, Convention, Long Range Plan- 
ning, Design Awards, board meetings and member's is- 
sues have kept me on the go, kept me learning and added 
to my life experience with AIA. The support from vice presi- 
dent Ed Shriver, AIA has been overwhelming, and our very 
dynamic executive director Anne Swager has been the best. 
| want to thank you both for your support, your wit and 
your candor and, of course, your unsolicited criticisms. 


We have a great organization because we have great mem- 
bers, a great board and a great administrative staff. Hope to 
see all of you at the president's party in December and my 
last article as president in the December issue of Columns. 


news 


News of the North Shore 

Urban Design Associates has been commissioned by the 
Pirates and Steelers organizations to prepare a master plan 
for the North Shore. This is extremely important due to the 
burgeoning number of major projects that need to make 
relational sense to each other and to the larger neighbor- 
hood and City. According to UDA's Paul Ostergaard, AIA, 
work is being guided by several principles: 


ethe opportunity to strengthen linkages to the entire North 
Side; 

e extending the riverfront park system; 

e continuing the street grid westward; 

* locating parking resources to benefit all of the North 
Shore rather than just the stadia; 

• extending mass transit from the Golden Triangle to the 
North Shore to maximize usage of existing parking re- 
Sources. 


Other Chapter members are involved in North Side projects, 
include Sylvester Damianos, FAIA who is leading the 
Carnegie Science Center's master planning process, and 
LDA Companies who are working with HOK Sports on the 
design ofthe new baseball stadium. 


Plan Now for the President's Party 
You're invited to the President's Party on Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 1,6 p.m. at the Have a Nice Day Cafe in the Strip Dis- 
trict. There will be 70's music and dinner and a chance to 
mingle with your colleauges. Tickets are $20. Call the AIA 
office for reservations at 471-9548. 


Town Meeting Update 

Several important issues were discussed and decisions 
were made atthis year's Town Meeting on September 14. 
Among the highlights: 


* Chapter by-laws were changed to include ex-officio an 
appointed professional affiliate member on the Board of 
Directors. 


• Completely new by-laws were adopted for Architrave 
which now stands as a separate entity from AIA Pitts- 
burgh. This was done for tax reasons so that Architrave 
can accept charitable donations (the Chapter, as a trade 
association, cannot accept such donations, even though it 
is a nonprofit organization). The Chapter's Board of Di- 
rectors will approve nominations for the Architrave Board, 
now called the Board of Regents. 


e Chuck Hamlin, Sr. Vice President of Public Affairs for 
AIA, discussed the new print and electronic ad campaigns. 
AIA is now partially underwriting chapter yellow page ad- 


vertisements (Pittsburgh has long had a yellow page ad; 
only the funding mix will change). In addition, the televi- 
sion and radio advertising campaign will now direct con- 
sumers to a portion ofthe AIA Online website that will in 
turn send them directly to the appropriate Chapter web 
ring for referrals. 


Patrick McKiernan, a CMU architecture grad and web site 
designer, discussed the Chapter's web site that is now un- 
der construction and due to go public in February. An 
important portion ofthe site is the data base that will tie 
into consumer referrals from the AIA advertising campaign. 
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August Contracts Down Over Last 
Year; Up Year To Date 

The EW. Dodge Division of The McGraw-Hill Companies 
reported that August contracts for future construction in 
the Pittsburgh SMA were down 44% over 1997 for 
nonresidental work. Residential work in the same com- 
parison period was up 7%. Overall, future contracts for 
1998 v. 1997 are up 51% for nonresidential and 12% for 
residential. 
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In the Tradition Of Architecture „г. 


“natural beauty has a necessary place in the 
spiritual development of amy individual or any society. 
I believe that whenever we substitute something man-made 
and artificial for a natural feature of the earth, we have 
retarded some part of man’s spiritual growth” 
— Rachel Carson 
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NORTH ELEVATION 


ABOVE AND RIGHT: Proposed Highcroft Learning and Performing Arts Center, 
MacLachlan, Cornelius & Filoni. 


he consideration of sustainable design issues — 

environmental quality, energy and resource use, 

waste and pollution — leads to a broader discus- 
sion of current architectural work and theory. Despite a 
growing interest in renewable energy sources and a com- 
mon understanding that environmental protection is im- 
perative, most recent American architecture is climatically 
and regionally indifferent, including much of the work pub- 
lished and exhibited nationally. The influences of climate, 
geography, and culture that historically had helped to cre- 
ate a rich and lasting architecture are today dominated by 


technological development and its influences. With great 
expenditure of resources and at great cost to the environ- 
ment, we are creating a mediocre built environment un- 
worthy of the tradition of architecture. 


Early in this century developments in technology began to 
change the path of architecture in the United States. The 
development of mechanical and electrical systems, com- 
bined with artificially inexpensive energy, removed the limi- 
tations of form, site, and materials that were previously 
necessary if a building was to be habitable. High ceilings 
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were no longer necessary in hot regions to promote ther- 
mal stratification. Large glazing areas were no longer re- 
quired to admit natural light, and operable windows and 
vents were no longer required to bring in fresh air. Archi- 


tects no longer had to be concerned with providing natu- 
ral light and air as these could be provided artificially. Some 
within the design community argued that the artificial en- 
vironment was better for people than the natural environ- 
ment— engineers were proud of their ability to overcome 
climate. As the natural influences on architecture were 
gradually discarded, artificial energy consumption in- 
creased dramatically causing a corresponding increase in 
the pollution of the natural environment. 


This development and application of technology also 
changed the profession of architecture as specialists be- 
gan to design and install these systems. Architects no 
longer had direct responsibility for environmental control: 
engineering consultants became responsible for provid- 
ing a suitable indoor thermal and visual environment. In- 
dustrial production in North America and Western Europe 
added to the forces of change, as building product and 
material suppliers achieved influential roles in the use of 
materials and systems, and in architectural discussion. 


These events created a fundamental shift in architecture 
leading to severe and unintended consequences; advance- 
ment of a universal design approach based on standard 
products and systems, degradation of the interior and ex- 
terior environment, disassociation from the natural world, 
andthe reduction of architectural discourse to simple dis- 
cussions of style. Generations of architectural students have 
not learned of important past works and sources, and the 
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focus of many architects has become solely aesthetic de- 
sign, visual form, and two dimensional image. Many ar- 
chitects now accept working with a limited design palate. 


The Crown American Corporate Headquarters, in 
Johnstown, and CNG Tower in Pittsburgh exemplify the 
common approach to architecture that is a result of these 
changes. These buildings are strongly visual, heavily in- 
vested with rich materials and equipment, and technically 
sophisticated. Other local examples include The Pitts- 
burgh Municipal Courts Building, The University Center 
at Carnegie Mellon University, and the additions to the 
Main Capitol Building in Harrisburg and The Nittany Lion 
Inn in State College — all are materially rich and tech- 
nologically well endowed but indifferentto region, climate, 
or tradition. While these are a diverse set of buildings, 
they make clear that even a tremendous use of resources 
is not sufficient for creating architecture that will engage 
onan emotional or spiritual level. 


Contrast these buildings with The Salk Institute in Califor- 
niaor The Museum of Roman Art in Spain, two well-known 
projects that offer a rich, direct, and sensitive environment 
and establish connections to site and place. The proposed 
Highcroft Center for the Performing Arts, to be built north 
of Pittsburgh, is also based on a more sensitive approach 
to design. This is work that is influenced by history, cli- 
mate and region; architecture that transcends technology, 
standardized products, or a universal design approach. 


This common approach to architecture can also lead to a 
frivolous waste of resources. Within Fifth Avenue Place, 
the designers attempted to create the feeling of a glass- 
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Eagleview Town Center by The Hankin Group illustrates a beneficial compact development pattern. 


covered atrium by means ofa sophisticated artificial light- 
ing system installed above the false “skylight” at the ar- 
cade level. Despite these complex and expensive efforts, 
the resulting interior environment is far from convincing. 
Anotheravoidable resource waste that became well-known 
this summer is the temporary, and disposable, storm pro- 
tection required for many buildings in the southeastern 
United States. This is a result of indifference to climate 
and place as regionally appropriate building techniques, 
like wide roof overhangs and storm shutters, are often ig- 
nored by architects and builders. 


When compared to 'common practice', the costs of sus- 
tainable design are sometimes greater, many times neu- 
tral, and often very hard to evaluate. Resource economics 
is an emerging discipline, but advancing sustainable de- 
sign based on economics alone may prove self-defeat- 
ing; a new era of inexpensive energy may again lead to 
resource waste and indifference to region and climate, 
and the resulting loss of richness that occurs with this 
disconnection. 


Architects influence or make decisions every day, at every 
scale, without having to meet a strict standard of ‘cost- 


effectiveness’. The suspended glass wall at the Carnegie 
Museum of Art courtyard is not the most cost effective 
solution; the new Pittsburgh International Airport would 
have been more cost effective with a simpler roof form; 
the Union Trust Building central stained glass dome would 
have been cheaper if it were only a flat plaster ceiling; the 
most cost effective building skin is not the ornamental 
granite and stainless steel that clad CNG Tower. These de- 
cisions, to build above absolute minimum standards, of- 
ten result from ideas and discussions originated by archi- 
tects. Architects have influence, and much of what is built 
depends on the ideas which architects choose to “bring to 
the table”. Sustainable issues should not be held to a higher 
standard of ‘cost-effectiveness’ than any other architectural 
idea. 


Architecture has always been about sensitive and creative 
building, including sensitivity to the natural world. Louis 
Kahn's best work is about natural light and natural materi- 
als. Le Corbusier invented the brise soleil, was always 
aware of place, and warned against attempts to dominate 
climate through technology. There are traces of this sensi- 
tivity in the past work of architects Bruce Goff and Luis 
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Barragan, and, today, in the work of Fay Jones, Norman 
Foster and Rafael Moneo. There are traces of this sensi- 
tivity throughout architectural writing, including Frank 
Lloyd Wright's essays, lan McHarg's book Design with 
Nature, and the current writing of architectural critics Ken- 
neth Frampton ( Towards a Critical Regionalism: Six Points 
for an Architecture of Resistance) and William J. R. Curtis 
(Contemporary Transformations of Modern Architecture). 


Regional, climatic, and traditional influences on architec- 
ture are recognized and remain strong throughout the 
world, but have become rare in American architecture. 
Recent, and highly visible, opportunities to build upon 
these influences include The Carnegie Science Center in 
Pittsburgh and the proposed Museum of the American In- 
dian in Washington, DC, but these buildings are based on 
common and safe practice, despite the programmatic and 
symbolic opportunities. They seem only a set of simply 
composed spaces furnished with expensive materials, sys- 
tems, and finishes, with little recognition of site, climate 
or tradition. 


Sustainable design will bring a refreshing change in cur- 
rent building standards, not necessarily in quality, but most 
certainly in levels of expectation and levels of comfort. 
The use of salvaged materials in new buildings, the avoid- 
ance of popular styles, and the creation of a naturally vary- 
ing interior environment will require different thinking on 
the part of both clients and architects. Perhaps the les- 
sons from Denise Scott Brown and Robert Venturi, or the 
messiness of deconstruction, will help in shifting these 
expectations. The expensive precision and newness of most 
recent work is not always necessary or desirable. 


Architecture is about sensitive and creative building, in- 
cluding sensitivity to the natural environment and to cre- 
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ating a rich way of living in the world. Our impressions 
and perceptions of the natural world enrich life. A thun- 
derstorm begins as the sight of dark clouds and lightning. 
The addition of other sensations, the sudden drop in tem- 
perature, the roar of thunder, and the feel of a strong, cool 
breeze creates a rich environmental impression. Architects 
have created many rich places: The Carnegie Museum of 
Artin Pittsburgh, Thorn Crown Chapel, Fallingwater, The 
San Juan Capistrano Library, The Museum of Archaeol- 
ogy and History in Montreal, and the newly renovated Na- 
tional Airport in Washington, D.C. These are memorable 
places, work that is direct and lasting, architecture that is 
not of a style or of a kind. This is work that is aware of 
climate and place; work that is sensitive, engaging, and 
influential. 


The current discussion of sustainable design is in the tra- 
dition of architecture. This tradition may now be enriched 
by other cultures or philosophies — the Amish rejection 
of technology, the writings of Rachel Carson, Islamic op- 
position to Western culture, Thomas Jefferson’s resistance 
to industrial society, or Thoreau's desire to live “....delib- 
erately". A sustainable architecture should be less about 
wasteful consumption and style, and more about issues 
that affect our lives, other lives, and future lives. There 
should be less domination and destruction of nature and 
more awareness of differing cultures. We will gain richer 
and more diverse buildings and communities, and rees- 
tablish architecture as a source of emotional and spiritual 
power. 


Charles DeLisio, AIA, is principal in the firm of Studio 
DeLisio Architecture & Design. 
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The Economic Benefits of Green Building 


Owners, tenants and the community benefit from a green approach. 


by Megan Moser and Rebecca Flora 


ССІ Center on the South Side. 


reen building is coming of age in Pittsburgh, her- 

alded by high profile projects such as the new 

Alcoa Corporate Center which opened in mid- 
September, and the proposed Convention Center expan- 
sion which embraces green building goals from the out- 
set. Decisionmakers are eager to gain the economic ad- 
vantages described in the recent book Factor Four: Dou- 
bling Wealth, Halving Resource Use (see March 1998 is- 
sue of Columns for a review). 


Awin-win strategy to replace the "either-or" argument that 
pits environmental quality against development is certainly 
compelling, but how does it cost out? Leading research- 
ers on this topic such as the Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) 
and Carnegie Mellon University's Center for Building Per- 
formance and Diagnostics (CBPD) have begun to quantify 
the benefits of green building. We can expect foresighted 
clients to raise questions in the near future about what 
green building can do for them. 


The essence of green building is smart design. It is design 
that crafts a building into its environmental and microcli- 
mate context for optimal performance over the life of the 
building. Each green building is a unique solution that in- 
tegrates natural systems with state of the art technologies 


and materials. The intent is to provide superior indoor en- 
vironmental quality and optimal function of all aspects of 
the building s intended use. 


Ideally, green buildings are created by teams setting and 
managing explicit goals and project criteria. Prescriptive 
standards, minimum codes and conventional practices are 
set aside in favor of the highest standards and systems 
qualities possible instilled through integrated design. The 
construction and operation of a green building often re- 
quires the substitution of products and procedures that 
are more ecologically sound. Many of these materials 
and construction techniques may be unfamiliar to con- 
tractors, building commissioners and operations and 
maintenance staffs. Thus, until our region gains more 
experience, careful monitoring of design and implemen- 
tation of green strategies is an important aspect of the 
green building process. 


If all this seems vague, don't feel alone. There is good rea- 
son. Green building is a whole systems approach to build- 
ing design rather than a simple prescription for a list of 
features. In an attempt to clarify and set standards for this 
approach, the U.S. Green Building Council has undertaken 
the development of a rating system entitled Leadership in 


feature 


“The essence of 
green building is 
smart design.” 


PHOTOS OF THE CCI CENTER COURTESY OF THE GREEN BUILDING ALLIANCE 
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Energy Efficiency and Design (LEED, see page 14) to be 
piloted this Fall. Keeping in mind that green building is an 
approach rather than a list of features, it will nonetheless 
facilitate the discussion of green building impacts by con- 
sidering a particular list of features that might be selected. 


Imagine that a design team has applied this approach to a 
commercial property and selected many green design fea- 
tures that, in fact, appear in local green buildings such as 
the Alcoa Corporate Center, the ССІ Center, the Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection's South Central Re- 
gional Office Building and the Penn Center West Tech- 
nology Center (a speculative office building under con- 
struction). These features might include the efficient shape 
and solar orientation of the building, skylights and light 
shelves that reduce the need for artificial light while re- 
ducing the cooling load, and raised access floors for ef- 
ficient air distribution and flexible infrastructure. Model- 
ing or some other systematic comparison of system al- 
ternatives would be used to determine which features to 
integrate into the final design. 


Materials used might include recycled glass and brick, 
structural insulating panels, low VOC finishes, and water 
based adhesives. Materials that have not yet enjoyed sig- 
nificant market penetration such as AgriBoard, a product 
made from recycled agricultural waste, often surface first 
in green buildings because of the tendency to research 
new building materials. Interior furnishings might include 
refurbished elements and modular furniture for reuse and 
flexibility. 


Green building offers significant economic op- 
portunity for both owner and tenant, as well as 
the community. 


Life cycle costingis crucial to the economics of green build- 
ing because the most significant benefits are realized after 
the building is occupied. There is a range of different kinds 
of economic benefit from green building that have recently 
received attention by researchers. Some of these are diffi- 
cultto quantify. Overall, the owner will see reduced oper- 
ating costs and different first costs, which may be higher 
or lower than for a conventional building. Increasingly, 
green building provides a new source of marketability for 
the owner. The tenant will see a range of positive effects on 
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building occupants such as increased productivity and 
health, plus reduced energy costs from more efficient 
building operation. Finally, the community will gain sev- 
eral advantages, which are not all recognized by the eco- 
nomic system. Below we discuss each of these benefits 
in more detail, considering in turn the perspective of an 
owner of a commercial building, its tenants, and, briefly, 
the community. 


The Owner 

From the owner's perspective, a green building reduces 
the cost of several aspects of operations: reconfiguration 
or churn costs, expenses associated with occupant com- 
plaints, and routine maintenance. 


e Studies show that a raised floor and a modular furniture 
design reduce the cost of reconfiguring offices and infra- 
structure. In one case, the Owens Corning World Head- 
quarters reduced churn costs by $1 per square foot annu- 
ally (Environmental Building News, January 1998). The 
potential savings on churn costs for the Penn Center West 
building are currently under study by CBPD. 


• Another source of savings in a green building is the 
elimination of occupants' complaints about thermal com- 
fort. А1991 CBPD study reported that one facility esti- 
mated the cost of recording and investigating a single com- 
plaint to be approximately $385, plus another $1,000 to 
make modifications, when possible. 


*Finally, reduction of routine maintenance costs is an- 
other benefit. By integrating natural systems into the de- 
Sign, green buildings minimize the size and complexity of 
the mechanical systems used. Consequently, routine main- 
tenance in a green building is less expensive than for a 
conventional building. Reduced maintenance costs can 
extend to the outside of the building if water-efficient, in- 
digenous landscaping is applied. Note that in addition to 
reduction of routine maintenance, simplifying building 
systems will reduce first costs for the owner and energy 
costs for the tenant, as discussed below. 


The magnitude of an owner's first-cost savings or premium 
for building green is a question that continues to be de- 
bated. The answer tends to be specific to each case be- 
cause, as noted above, there is no standard list of features 
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to cost out for a green building. Consider design costs. 
Green building uses a design process that is not easily 
compared to conventional project development. By far, the 
best way to create a green building is to use the whole 
systems approach from the beginning. Many green ele- 
ments can be incorporated for the same first cost as a con- 
ventional building simply by starting the process correctly. 
For example, the solar orientation, the window placement 
and the footprint must be considered for any building. 


Thinking about these from a green standpoint offers ad- 
vantages at no additional cost. Rob Watson, a director of 
the U.S. Green Building Council, cautions us to expect 
some mistakes and learning as part of the process. When 
a design team undertakes its first green project, the design 
may take longer as the team builds skill in this new ap- 
proach. Watson suggests this be viewed as a “tuition cost.” 


Once a green design is underway, there is the question of 
whether the materials cost more. Again, the answer is a 
firm "maybe". Materials with recycled content can provide 
anopportunity to lower costs. Reusing salvaged materials 
can do the same if acceptable, high quality materials are 
available. The simplification of building systems mentioned 
above is another opportunity to lower first costs. Maxi- 
mizing daylight, for example, can reduce the dependence 
onextensive lighting installations. This, in turn, can result 
in smaller, less expensive space conditioning equipment. 
Other green building materials such as low VOC finishes, 
may cost more at this time due to the current small de- 
mand and limited local supply. 


The comparison offirst costs between a green and a con- 
ventional building can be an apples and oranges problem, 
however. Green design takes a different approach to entire 
building systems, often specifying a cluster of alternative 
components that rely on each other for integrated system 
performance and maximum return on investment. Com- 
paring first costs in this scenario may require a complex 
tracking of tradeoffs and substitutions. For example, a 
raised access floor requires a higher cost for the flooring, 
buta lower cost for the electrical and HVAC systems. Over- 
all cost estimates range from a saving of $2 per square 
footto an added cost of $1 per square foot (Environmental 
Building News, January 1998). Any added cost of the raised 


floor system has a short payback from savings on energy 
and churn costs. 


The Tenant 

Owners are beginning to benefit from the marketability of 
green building as tenants become educated about the effi- 
ciency and time savings that come with such amenities. 


* From the tenant's perspective, the boost in productivity 
from working in a green building is the most compelling 
advantage ofall. While a rigorous method of quantifying 
productivity is elusive, case studies show notable increases 
in productivity. Some claim as much as 15%. Similarly, 
improvements in product quality and increases in sales 
have been demonstrated in green buildings. The size of 
productivity gains differs with many factors, but the effect 
is indisputable. Alcoa chairman Paul O'Neill, quoted in the 
Pittsburgh Tribune-Reviewnoted, "Maybe you can't put a 
$10 million value on that, and | almost don't really care. 
There will be productivity (improvements)." 


* People occupying green buildings are healthier than in 
conventional buildings. An indicator of this health benefit 
is the reduction of sick leave for those working in a green 
building. Studies done by RMI have documented this re- 
duction at 15% to 25%, which translates to a significant 
bottom line benefit. The benefits of increased productivity 
and health, while difficult to quantify, are the most signifi- 
cant advantages for green building advocates to under- 
stand. Reduced energy costs are easier to quantify and 
thus are often used to promote green building. However, 
personnel costs are a far larger proportion of company 
expenditures than building costs. A 1994 study estimates 
the average salary cost at thirteen times building opera- 
tion cost. Thus, any increase in worker productivity can 
potentially dwarf those related to energy operating expen- 
ditures. 


* Finally, green design, because it simplifies the building 
Systems, can sharply reduce a tenant's operating costs 
through energy savings. Maximizing daylight, for example, 
can reduce the amount of lighting needed and limit the 
hours of operation. This, in turn, can result in further re- 
duction of energy usage due to smaller space condition- 
ing equipment. The Department of Environmental Protec- 
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Eberle Learning Center, Girl Scouts of Southwestern Pennsylvania 


tion estimates the energy savings of their green building 
over amore conventional approach at 50%. Other examples 
documented by RMI report energy savings of 40% to 90%. 


The Community 

Last but not least, green building provides substantial ben- 
efits to the larger community, although no economic in- 
centives are offered to realize these benefits. Green build- 
ing and sustainable development include concern for en- 
vironmentally friendly alternatives to auto transportation. 
The reduction of construction and demolition waste is an 
advantage forany community. Municipal solid waste con- 
tains an estimated 13-20% construction and demolition 
waste. Also, some water problems associated with con- 
Struction can be avoided. By reducing paving or using per- 
vious surfaces, water runoff and water quality degradation 
problems can be reduced. 


Those of us interested in sustainable design and develop- 
mentare aware of how important accurate cost data and 
project performance are to our efforts. Early information 
Suggests there is good reason and ample evidence that 
these are worthwhile pursuits. With the number of case 
studies constructed or underway in Pittsburgh, we will be 
able to add our findings to a growing body of research. It 
has been said that the bottom line of green is black. In 
Pittsburgh, itis black and gold. 
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Megan Moser is GBAs Research & Documenta- 
tion Coordinator, and Rebecca Flora serves as 
Executive Director. 


The Green Building Alliance (GBA) is a non-profit 
organization that facilitates the cost effective and 
integrated use of environmentally responsible and 
technologically appropriate site and building de- 
sign, construction, and operation practices. GBA 
is actively involved in assisting local development 
projects to incorporate green measures and in 
documenting those projects. Currently, GBA is col- 
laborating with CBPD to understand the life cycle 
costs of various sustainable alternatives for the 
Penn Center West building and PNC Operations 
Center (currently under design). This research is 
funded by the Heinz Endowments; results will be 
available in early 1999. 


Also, to help GBA respond to inquiries from those 
interested in learning about green building, the 
organization is sponsoring an inventory of local 
buildings that have green design features. The in- 
ventory is coordinated with the pilot phase of the 
LEED rating system. If your firm has worked on a 
green building, please contact GBA at 412/431- 
0709. 


The GBA would like to thank Bob Kobet, AIA, for 
his assistance in this article. 
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LEED” “Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design... 


A green building rating system is expected to accelerate the development and 
implementation of green building practices. 


The Need for a National Rating System 
Aconsensus-based, market-driven national building rat- 
ing system will accelerate the development and implemen- 
tation of green building practices. While traditional regu- 
latory methods have helped improve buildings’ environ- 
mental performance, energy efficiency, and public health, 
voluntary programs provide an objective process for mea- 
suring and advancing these goals. 


Great Britain and British Columbia have reported early 
success with their large scale voluntary rating system ini- 
tiatives. Development and successful implementation of 
these nationally based rating systems have shown that 
identification and communication of a building's environ- 
mental efficiency and performance has raised the con- 
sciousness and associated selection criteria of the con- 
sumer. It has also stimulated the owner or builder’s suc- 
cessful efforts in developing an environmentally advanced 
building. Technically sound rating systems would mean 
other segments of the building industry will also be given 
additional incentive to develop more environmentally ad- 
vanced products and services to achieve a higher level of 
performance rating. 


USGBC Develops LEED Building™ Rating 
System 

The U. S. Green Building Council is the building industry's 
only balanced nonprofit consensus coalition of the Build- 
ing industry, promoting the understanding, development 
and accelerated implementation of green building policies, 
programs, technologies, standards and design practices. 
Since its membership represents the entire building in- 
dustry, Council members felt that USGBC was the most 
logical entity to design and implementa voluntary rating 
system. 


The USGBC's LEED Building™ rating system is based on 
accepted energy and environmental principles and strikes 
a reasonable balance between known effective practices 


and emerging concepts. Unlike other rating systems cur- 
rently in existence, the development of this system has 
been open to public scrutiny and has involved the partici- 
pation of virtually all segments of the building industry 
including architects, product manufacturers, environmen- 
tal groups, building owners, utilities, state and local gov- 
ernments, research institutions, professional societies and 
colleges and universities. 


This system is designed for rating new and existing com- 
mercial office buildings. It is a feature-oriented system 
where credits are awarded for satisfying each criteria. Green 
building certification will be awarded to every applicant 
that earns two thirds of the available credits and meets all 
prerequisites. The system is designed to be comprehen- 
sive in scope, yet simple in operation. 


Rating System Prerequisites 
All buildings must comply with the prerequisite criteria in 
the following areas: 

e asbestos 

* building commissioning 

• energy efficiency 

e indoor air quality 

• ozone depletion/CFCs 

*smoking ban 

e storage and collection of recyclables 
thermal comfort 

e water conservation 

e water quality (lead) 


Rating System Credits 

A total of 33 credits, plus З bonus credits is available. 
Certification as a LEED Building™ requires earning 80% 
or more of the available credits, for a minimum of 26. 
Bonus credits may be counted toward certification. 


The categories for credits are: 
BUILDING MATERIALS 
Limiting the VOC contents in adhesives, sealants, and 


paintings and coatings. Use of local, salvaged or refur- 
bished, and recycled content materials also earns credits. 


CONSTRUCTION WASTE MANAGEMENT 

One credit is available for developing a construction and 
demolition waste management plan that mandates the re- 
cycling of cardboard, metals, concrete, brick, asphalt, land 
Clearing debris and beverage containers. 


ENERGY 

Credits are available for completing EPA's Green Lights 
and Energy Star Building program requirements, as well 
as installing a waste heat recovery system and employing 
natural ventilation and passive solar design. Directly con- 
nected renewable energy measures also receive credits. 


INDOOR AIR QUALITY 

Development and implementation of a construction IAQ 
management plan to reduce or eliminate contamination. 
Installation of a permanent air monitoring system, a build- 
ing material emissions testing program, and a microbial 
contamination reduction plan also earn credits. 


LANDSCAPING/EXTERIOR DESIGN 
Implementation of erosion and storm water control mea- 
sures and reduction of heat islands. 


OCCUPANT RECYCLING 
Accommodation of at least a 75% recycling rate (one 
credit). 


TRANSPORTATION 

Alternative transportation facilities including bike security, 
shower and changing facilities, and linkages to mass tran- 
sit infrastructure. Efficient building location and alterna- 
tive fueling facilities. 


WATER CONSERVATION 

Water conserving fixtures, a water recovery system for non- 
sewage waste, or storm water collection. Additional cred- 
its may be earned for xeriscaping, or employing exterior 
plants that do not use municipal potable water. 


feature 


WATER QUALITY 

Surface run off filtration and the use of pervious paving 
materials, as well as the installation of an on-site biologi- 
cal waste water treatment system. 


For more information, contact The US Green Building 
Council, 90 New Montgomery Street, Suite 1001, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94105. Phone: 415/543-3001; fax: 415/957- 
5890. Email may be sent to info@usgbc.org. The website 
address is www.usgbc.org. 


The LEED Green Building Rating System™ is in draft form. A beta 
version of the complete document is available on the USGBC 
website and may undergo changes before the final version is re- 
leased. The US Green Building Council cannot be held liable for 
any or criteria set forth herein which may not be applicable to later 
versions of LEED. 


AT RIGHT: Heinz Family Foundation Offices de- 
signed by William McDonough & Partners incor- 
porates numerous green building features. 
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HEINZ FAMILY FOUNDATION OFFICES COURTESY WILLIAM McDONOUGH + PARTNERS 
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Sketches 


St. Petersburg, A Water City, By Raymond Gindrox, АТА 


Sketches was published by Urban Design Associates, 1998. 
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CELLULAR SAVINGS 
FOR АТА MEMBERS & EMPLOYEES 


With Bell Atlantic Mobile as your cellular provider, you will be part of the most technologically advanced 
digital network with phones that work virtually everywhere coast-to-coast. Bell Atlantic Mobile 


also offers a full line of pagers in addition to data and wireless internet services. 


AT RT M E RATES 


OPTION 1 — Association Value Pack OPTION 2 — Association Pricing 


The best choice for people that use over 40 minutes The best choice for emergency or security use. 
а Monthly АС СӨ н 0. 0<<eadapaseaseeeus eens $17.95 
Monthly Access....... 0.00. c eee $29.99 Peak airtime rate per minute ................. 37¢ 
Minutes Included Every Month . . 75 Peak or Off-Peak Off-Peak airtime rate per minute.............. 17¢ 
Discounted Airtime Rates Over Allowance Usage Discounts 
T-M „а s 27€ 301-600 .......... 216 100-199 ......... 2% 500-799. ааах 10% 
101-150......... 25% ООО. o ceris cea 20€ 200-299 ......... 596 БИИ wsaceasaxvcos 11% 
151300 1512224 29€ 300-499 ......... 696 
All minutes receive the highest discount. All minutes receive the highest discount. 

Here are even more ways to save: Here are even more ways to save: 

* Ist minute of every incoming call is FREE * 600 minutes of local off-peak calling a month 

* Free Voice Mail for the first year 

* No Activation Fee * Free Voice Mail 

* Aggregate minute allowances for two or more lines * No Activation Fee 


For more information, visit one of our conveniently located Communications Stores listed below 
or call 303-3067 for a consultation visit in your office. 


Business Sales – Voice and Data - 303-3067 • Order by Phone 1-800-255-BELL 

North Hills - 4930 McKnight Road, 369-8500 * Downtown - 2 PPG Place, 392-0300 

South Hills - 2895 Banksville Road, 571-3300 * Ross Park Mall - 364-5041 * Century III Mall - 655-8850 
Monroeville - 3828 William Penn Highway, 856-2300 * Kittanning - Franklin Village, 543-6223 

Indiana Mall - 465-1040 * Westmoreland Mall – 830-9900 * Robinson Town Centre - 787-4220 

Butler - Moraine Pointe Plaza, 285-2900 * Beaver Valley Mall - 775-2866 * Uniontown Mall - 425-0167 
South Hills Village - 835-2102 * Franklin Mall (Washington) - 228-5933 


A new two-year contract with Bell Atlantic Mobile is required. Monthly access, airtime, toll, long distance, cellular regional calling and roaming charges apply. $175 early 
termination fee applies. Airtime is billed in full minute increments so the actual number of minutes available to a customer may vary. New contract terms and conditions 
covering all lines on an account may be required. If you are a current Bell Atlantic Mobile customer and would like to change your price plan, call our Customer Service 
Department at 1-800-922-0204, toll and airtime free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Please have your mobile telephone number ready. This offer is subject to the 
AIA Bell Atlantic Mobile agreement. Proof of AIA membership is required. 


© Bell Atlantic Mobile 
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From the Firms 
PNC Bank has awarded a $90 million contract for construction of its new 


Firstside operations center to Dick Corporation. Architect for the project is LDA Compa- 
nies. 


Indovina Associates and Bios (Seattle) are architects for the construction and renova- 
tion of the Pittsburgh Zoological Society's 37,000 square foot aquarium complex. Dick 
Corporation was awarded the construction contract. 


WTW Architects are designing the Carnegie Mellon University Computer Science Fa- 
cility. Approximately 65,000 square feet of new space is being added and another 42,000 
square feet is being renovated. Jendoco Construction Company is the project construction 
manager. 


Donald J. Sivavec is the architect and Repal Construction Co., Inc. the general contractor 
and construction manager for additions and renovations to Pro Copy in Moon Township. 


Business Briefs 
Ruprecht Schroeder Hoffman Archi- 


tects have opened RSH Interiors and hired Heather Knuth 
as manager. 


Perkins Eastman Architects PC announced the pro- 
motion of Roland Baer, AIA, Philip Monteleoni, AIA, 
Martin Siefering, and Lee Wright, AIA to vice president; 
Joe DesRosier, Nick Leahy, Armand Quadrini, Alan 
Schlossberg and Joanne Violanti to senior associate; and 
Maureen Carley, Eric Cohen, Edward Goytia, Kenneth 
Kuligowski, Michael Lew, Mark Maljanian, Arch Pelley, 
AIA, David Rozzi, and Matthew Tether to associate. 


LDA Companies announced the following staff additions: 
Dennis R. Scarfo, Jr. as a CADD operator with Astorino 
Branch Engineers, Inc.; Scott B. Neff as an environmental 
safety and health specialist trainee with Astorino Branch 
Environmental, Inc.; and Tia L. Teter as a residential inte- 
rior design coordinator with L.D. Astorino & Associ- 
ates, Ltd. 


breaking ground 


Kudos 


WTW Architects was one of the nation-wide winners of the 1998 Metal 
Architecture magazine design awards for the renovation of Edgetowne Square in Moon 
Township. The firm was also named to /nterior Design Magazine's Second 100 Giants 
ranking list. 


The recently completed Federal Building and Courthouse complex in Charleston, WV was 
named the Best Development Project of the Year for 1998 by the Charleston Renaissance, 
alocal nonprofit group dedicated to the development of downtown Charleston. The com- 
plex was designed by Skidmore, Owings, & Merrill, L.L.P. and Dick Corporation 
served as contractor. 


George H. Snyder, project engineer at Elwood S. Tower Corporation received a 1998 Inter- 
national Illumination Design Award Certificate of Merit from the Illuminating Engineering 
Society of North America, Great Lakes Region. The award was for Snyder's electrical de- 
sign of the Carnegie Mellon Day Care Center. Perkins Eastman Architects P.C. were 
project architects. 
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7901 Perry Highway, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237 


412-369-2900 


VEKA, Inc., Zelienople, PA 
Architect: John D. Gailey, R.A. 
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MAKE US À PART 
OF YOUR FUTURE 
DESIGNS 


KACIN General Contractors is always looking 
ahead for new ideas that optimize form and 
function. Your professional involvement 


upfront is key to the success of our projects. 


We have more than 30 years experience in 
industrial facilities, banks, offices, nursing 
homes, restaurants, country clubs and 
churches throughout Allegheny and 


Westmoreland counties. 


KACIN also has a reputation for quality, 


integrity, and a commitment to our industry. 


Make us a part of your future designs. 
Call Richard Kacin at 724/327-2225. 


(I-r) Richard Kacin, president, 
JeffFerris, vice president, and 


Bruce Corna, vice president. KA CI N 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


795-22 Pine Valley Drive * Pittsburgh, PA 15239 
Tel: 724/327-2225 * Fax: 724/733-5993 
www.kacin.com 
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Everything from the 


Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates 


Complex. 


Need a small showroom? Or a 
gargantuan office complex? 

No matter what size your project, 
General Industries can handle it. 
Whether it's custom-designed 

or pre-engineered metal, 

we promise your building 

will be a big success. 


GENERAL 
/INDUSTRIES 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


Building on a foundation of excellence. 


15 Arentzen Boulevard 


Charleroi, PA 15022 


724-483-1600 hc cl 


E (= DiCicco Contracting Co. 
= 


General Contractors (412) 262-3540 


The Sewickley Academy pre-school project provided a very challenging fast track schedule. Through their understanding of time, 
cost and quality control DiCicco Contracting was able to meet all project milestones. Over 25 years of contracting experience has 
taught that skillful planning, managing and coordination of the project resources can only result in building excellence. 


Lorenzi, Dodds & Gunnill 


calendar 


NEW BIRMINGHAM 
32 City Homes For Sale 
Priced From 
$105,000 — $170,000 


2- and 3-Bedroom Townhouses 
Destinctive Design 
Split Level Living Spaces 
Oversized Window Areas 
High Ceilings 
Off-Street Parking 
Private Patios and Courtyards 


Ample Landscaping 


Energy Efficient Design 
Special Financing Available 


South 17th Street at Muriel Street 
AT THE HEART OF THE 
HISTORIC SOUTH SIDE 


For Information: 
ALTON PROPERTIES, INC. 
412-431-5151 


Developed By: 
SOUTH SIDE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 
COMPANY 


AIA ACTIVITIES 


November 6, Friday 
Communications Committee 
Meeting, noon at the Chapter office, 
471-9548. 


November 10, Tuesday 
AIA Pittsburgh Board Meeting 
5 p.m. atthe Chapter office. All members are 
welcome, 471-9548. 


CSI Pittsburgh "What Makes Paint 
Good?" presentation by John Stauffer, 
Director, Paint Quality Institute (The Rohm 
and Haas Company) social at 6:00 p.m., 


dinner at 6:30 p.m. and program at 7:30 p.m. 


AIA Learning Units available. Dinner is $20 


by reservation. Call 412-823-5063 by Friday, 


November 6. 


November 11, Wednesday 
Professional Development Committee 
Meeting, noon at the Chapter office, 
Scott Keener, AIA, 391-3086. 


November 13, Friday 
Committee on the Environment, noon 
at the Chapter office, Gary Moshier, AIA, 
231-1500. 


November 19, Thursday 
Legislative Committee, noon at the 
Chapter office, Chuck Coltharp, AIA, 
231-1500. 


December 1, Tuesday 
President's Party, 6 p.m. atthe 
Have a Nice Day Cafe in the Strip District. 
70's music and dinner, $20. For reservations 
call 471-9548. 


NORTHWEST CHAPTER 


November 11, Wednesday 


Membership Meeting, 6 p.m. Call 
Bill Helsley, AIA (814) 456-2953 for 
information. 
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AROUND TOWN 
September 14- December 11 


Creating A Sense of Place: Devotion 
Builds a Campus. Four separate exhibits 
focus on the diverse sponsorship of the public art 
and architecture at the University of Pittsburgh 
Oakland campus during the twentieth century. 
Curators are students from the 1998 Museum 
Studies Seminar. University Art Gallery, Monday 
- Friday, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. For information call 
648-2400. 


November 8, Sunday 


Associated Artists of Pittsburgh will hold their fall 
membership screening on Sunday, November 8, 
atthe AAP Gallery, 937 Liberty Avenue, 2nd floor, 
downtown. Applicants must be at least 19 years 
old and live within 150 miles of Pittsburgh. 
Application and seven slides of work must be 
received by AAP office on Tuesday, November 3; 
in addition, three actual works must be delivered 
tothe gallery on November 8. For application and 
information, please call 412-263-2710. 


November 19, Thursday 


ALCOA Corporate Center: Not Just a Room 
with a View. Engineers' Society of Western 

PA invites you to tour the new ALCOA Corporate 
Center. Social at 6:00 p.m. with refreshments. 
The tour will follow, concluding at 8:00 p.m. 
Reservations are $10.00. Contact ESWP at 
261-0710. 


UPCOMING 


November 16- December 4 


Photographs & Ceramics Exhibit. Eight 
local artists, working in photography and 
ceramics, presenta collaborative exhibit at the 
AIA Pittsburgh Gallery. 


December 8, Tuesday 


“Making Cities Work” presentation. by Mr. 
David Lee, FAIA, Partner at Sull and Lee, Inc., 
Architects and Planners of Boston Massachusetts 
is an Adjunct Professor in Urban Design at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Design and has 
served as president of the Boston Society of 
Architects. Mr. Lee was also the principal in 
charge of architectural coordination in Urban 
Design for Boston’s award winning Southwest 
Corridor Transit Project. 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. 
at the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh Branch. Lunch is $20.00, sponsored 
by PHLF. For reservations contact Mary Lu Denny 
471-5808. 


CONTRACTORS’ 


A LISTING OF AREA CONTRACTORS AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410. 


W AIC, INC. 

128 Hanover Street, Carnegie, PA 15106 
PHONE: 276-7577 FAX: 276-7578 

CONTACT: Robert A. Ardolino 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Interior / Renovations 


E BRIDGES 

1300 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
PHONE: 321-5400 FAX: 321-9823 

CONTACT: Paul R. Bridges 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


E J. R. BUNN, INC. " 

717 Millers Run Road, McDonald, PA 15057 
PHONE: 221-7144 FAX: 257-4456 

CONTACT: James Bunn, Jr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
Industrial / General 


E BURCHICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. * 
500 Lowries Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
PHONE: 369-9700 FAX: 369-9991 

CONTACT. Joseph E. Burchick 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations 


W BURNS & SCALO ROOFING CO., INC. 
400 Bursca Drive, Suite 402, Bridgeville, PA 15017 
PHONE: 221-6300 FAX: 221-6262 

CONTACT: Jack F. Scalo, President 

Commercial / Industrial / Residential 
Roofing sheetmetal / Architectural panels 
1998 ABC Subcontractor Of The Year 

1998 National Roofing Contractor Of The 
Year 


E F.J. BUSSE CO., INC. " 

РО. Box 8540 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

PHONE: 921-1231 FAX: 921-9861 

CONTACT: John Paul Busse 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


W R.E. CRAWFORD COMPANY 

1046 Pittsburgh Street, Springdale, PA 15144 
PHONE: 724-274-5000 FAX: 724-274-2323 
CONTACT: Heidi White 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Interior / Renovations 


I DICICCO CONTRACTING CO. “ 

1009 Beaver Grade Road, Suite 200 

Coraopolis, PA 15108 

PHONE: 262-3540 FAX: 269-6699 

CONTACT: Samuel E. DiCicco 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Interior Renovations 


E DICK CORPORATION “ 

P.O. Box 10896, Pittsburgh, PA 15236 

PHONE: 384-1320 FAX: 384-1215 

CONTACT: John R. Bonassi 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / Highway / Industrial Interior / 
Renovations 


W P.J. DICK INCORPORATED " 

PO. Box 98100, Pittsburgh, PA 15227-0500 
PHONE: 462-9300 FAX: 462-2588 

CONTACT: Charles S. Pryor 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations / Institutional 


W FLYNN CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

610 Ross Avenue, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 
PHONE: 243-2483 FAX: 243-7925 

CONTACT: Thomas O'Connor 

Commercial / Construction Management 
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations 


W GENERAL INDUSTRIES 

15 Arentzen Blvd., Charleroi, PA 15022 

PHONE: (724) 483-1600 FAX: (724) 483-0990 
CONTACT: Donald lvill 

Commercial / Exterior / General / Industrial 
Interior / Renovations 


W HARCHUCK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
122 Kerr Road, New Kensington, PA 15068 
PHONE: (724) 339-7073 FAX: (724) 339-7076 
CONTACT: David A. Harchuck 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


IW JENDOCO CONSTRUCTION 
CORPORATION " 

2000 Lincoln Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
PHONE: 412-361-4500 FAX: 412-361-4790 
CONTACT: Ruth Mazza 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrail / Interior 
Renovations 


*Member of the MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


W A. RICHARD KACIN, INC. 

795-22 Pine Valley Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15239 
PHONE: 724-327-6694 FAX: 724-733-5993 
CONTACT: A. Richard Kacin, Pres. 
Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Residential 


B MORGAN P. KRONK, CONSTRUCTION 
CONSULTANT, INC. 

РО. Box 15540, Pittsburgh, PA 15244 

PHONE: 787-0720 FAX: 787-0730 

CONTACT: Morgan Kronk 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Interior / Renovations / 
Residential / Valve engineering / Cost 
estimating 


W KUSEVICH CONTRACTING, INC. 

3 Walnut Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15223 

PHONE: 782-2112 FAX: 782-0271 

CONTACT: George Kusevich, Jr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Interior Renovations 
Institutional 


I LANDAU BUILDING COMPANY * 

9855 Rinaman Road, Wexford, PA 15090 
PHONE: 935-8800 FAX: 935-6510 

CONTACT: Thomas A. Landau 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


m A. MARTINI & CO., INC. * 

320 Grant Street, Verona, PA 15147 

PHONE: 828-5500 FAX: 828-6488 

CONTACT: Angelo Martini, Sr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


B MISTICK CONSTRUCTION 

1300 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
PHONE: 322-1121 FAX: 322-9336 

CONTACT: D. Thomas Mistick 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations 
Residential 


ш MOSITES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY * 
4839 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 
PHONE: 923-2255 FAX: 788-1169 

CONTACT: M. Dean Mosites 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Highway / Industrial 
Interior / Renovations 


E NELLO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY " 
3 Glass Street, Carnegie, PA 15106 

PHONE: 276-0010 FAX: 276-8123 

CONTACT: Janet Torriero 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


I PDG ENVIRONMENTAL, INC. * 

102 Technology Drive, Export, PA 15632 
PHONE: (724) 325-1449 FAX: (724) 327-3717 
CONTACT: Shawn P. Regan 

Asbestos abatement contractor 


E POERIE INC. " 

P. 0. Вох 11036, Pittsburgh, РА 15237 

PHONE: (412) 366-6767 РАХ: (412) 366-1404 
CONTACT: Frank T. Poerie 

Commercial / Construction Management 
General / Interior / Renovations 


ШЕ REPAL CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 

2400 Ardmore Blvd., Suite 400, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

PHONE: 271-3700 FAX: 271-3866 

CONTACT: Bill Palmer, Jr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations / Residential 

E TEDCO CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION " 
TEDCO Place, Carnegie, PA 15106 

PHONE: 276-8080 FAX: 276-6804 

CONTACT: Beth Cheberenchick 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Industrial / Interior 
Renovations 


E TURNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY * 
1400 Koppers Building 

436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
PHONE: 412-255-5400 FAX: 412-255-0249 
CONTACT: Raymond H. Steeb, III 

Commercial / Construction management 
General / Industrial / Interior / Renovations 


E JOSEPH VACCARELLO, JR. INC. * 
PO. Box 663, Carnegie, PA 15106 

PHONE: 412-276-2755 FAX: 412-276-7985 
CONTACT: Gary Dickinson 

Commercial / Highway / Industrial 
Residential / Bulk excavation 

Site development 


п WJG CONTRACTING, INC. 

P.O. Box 4286, Pittsburgh, PA 15203-0286 
PHONE: 381-7098 FAX: 381-7698 

CONTACT: William J. Gormley, Jr. 

Commercial / Construction management 
Exterior / General / Interior / Renovations 
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Joan Kuhancek 


Director of Placement and Office Manager, AIA Pittsburgh 


Family: Husband Ed, a commercial photographer, and my dogs Anna and Jenny, a German Shepherd and 
Border Collie. 


Education: University of Pittsburgh, Presbyterian Hospital. 


First job after graduation: Registered Nurse at Children's Hospital in Pittsburgh. | saw one ofthe first 
open heart surgeries; now they just puta new heart in! 


Favorite building: The National Aviary. In six years it has gone from almost closing to a world class facility. 
Favorite neighborhood: Chatham Village. 

If you could live anywhere in the world, where? Pittsburgh, itis always good to come home. 

Before coming to the AIA, | owned the Accessory Forum, a hardware store specializing in fine brass hardware 
for the home. | loved the hardware, hated the retail life. | did learn to take apart and change the hand of a mortise 
lock which always impressed the customer. 

| work for the AIA because: it's downtown and even better, in the Cultural District. 


The best part of the job is: the people. 


The worst part is that Anne won't let me wander in when | feel like it. I'm a late starter; 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. would 
benice. 


Advice to young architects: join the AIA and make yourself known. Networking, networking, networking. 
Га like to tell the membership to: take good care of Anne; she's your greatest asset. 


The person Ра most like to spend the day with is: my 2 1/2 year old grandson who thinks John Deere 
tractors were put on earth just for him. 


People would be surprised to know that: | hand raised a Dama Wallaby in my home for six months. 


My wish list for Pittsburgh is: that it receives the respect it's due as a good, safe place to live, work, and raise 
afamily. 


My most memorable vacation was: backpacking in the Grand Canyon for five days. 
Someday I'd like to: sell all my stuff and hit the road for a year. 


To relax І: Take woodworking 101 at Mt Lebanon High School. You should see me plane and join. Bridge with 
good friends — very good friends — you don't want to see me bid. 


My favorite architect is: all of you! Your membership makes my job possible. 


DIRECTORY 


A LISTING OF AREA ENGINEERS AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410. 


E BARBER & HOFFMAN, INC. 

101 E. Diamond Street, #302 

Butler, PA 16001-5905 

PHONE: (724) 477-1298 FAX: (724) 285-6675 
CONTACT: Michael R. Miller, РЕ. 

Consulting / Structural 


E BRACE ENGINEERING, INC. 
3440 Babcock Boulevard, Box 15128 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

PHONE: 367-7700 FAX: 367-8177 
CONTACT: Frank C. Brace 
Structural 


I BURT HILL KOSAR RITTELMANN 
ASSOCIATES 

400 Morgan Center, Butler, PA 16001 

PHONE: (724) 285-4761 FAX: (724) 285-6815 
CONTACT: David R. Linamen, PE. 
Construction / Consulting / Electrical 
Mechanical 


I BURT HILL KOSAR RITTELMANN 
ASSOCIATES 

650 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
PHONE: 394-7000 FAX: 394-7880 
CONTACT: Don Rimer 

Construction / Consulting / Electrical 
Mechanical 


W CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSULTANTS, INC. 

601 Holiday Drive, Foster Plaza 3 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

PHONE:921-3402 FAX:921-1815 

CONTACT: Gregory P. Quatchak, РЕ. 

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Construction 
Consulting / Environmental / Geotechnical 


W CLAITMAN ENGINEERING ASSOC., INC. 


1340 Old Freeport Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238 
PHONE: 963-6700 FAX: 963-7217 

CONTACT: Robert Rosenthal 

Consulting / Mechanical 


I DODSON ENGINEERING, INC. 

420 One Chatham Center, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
PHONE: 261-6515 FAX: 261-6527 

CONTACT: Herbert J. Brankley, РЕ., 

Gregory L. Calabria, РЕ. 

Consulting / Mechanical 


E ELWOOD S. TOWER CORPORATION 
8150 Perry Highway, Suite 319, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

PHONE: 369-7777 FAX:364-8115 
CONTACT: Theodore H. Dannerth, PE. 
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 
Telecommunications 


B ENGINEERING MECHANICS, INC. 

4636 Campbells Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 
PHONE: 923-1950 FAX: 787-5891 

CONTACT: Daniel Grieco, Jr., P.E. 

Testing & Inspection / Geotechnical 
Consulting / Environmental 

Blasting Vibrations 


E FIRSCHING, RUSBARSKY AND WOLF 
ENGINEERING, INC. 

4240 Greensburg Pike, Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
PHONE: 271-5090 FAX: 271-5193 

CONTACT: Daniel J. Wolf / David D. Rusbarsky 
Consulting / Mechanical 


E FOREMAN ARCHITECTS 

ENGINEERS, INC. 

РО. Box 189, Zelienople, PA 16063 

PHONE: 724-452-9690 FAX: 724-452-0136 
CONTACT: David E. Foreman, P.E. 

Civil / Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 
Structural 


W THE GATEWAY ENGINEERS, INC. 
1011 Alcon Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220 
PHONE: 921-4030 FAX: 921-9960 

CONTACT: Rose Griffin 

Civil / Testing & Inspection / Consulting 
Environmental 


E GIPSON ENGINEERING 

122 Kerr Road, Р.О. Box 14359 

Pittsburgh, PA 15239 

PHONE: (724) 339-2911 FAX: (724) 339-8814 
CONTACT: Stephen R. Gipson, P.E. 
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 
Structural 


IW HORNFECK ENGINEERING, INC. 
1020 North Canal Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15215 
PHONE: 781-1500 FAX: 781-5593 

CONTACT: Richard W. Petrie, РЕ. 

Consulting / Electrical / Instrumentation 
Lighting / Telecommunications 


W JSA/LAWLER ENGINEERS 

PO. Box 15508, Pittsburgh, PA 15244 
PHONE: 412-788-1500 FAX: 412-787-5960 
CONTACT: M. Timothy Lawler, Phd, РЕ. 
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 


E L. ROBERT KIMBALL & ASSOCIATES 
415 Moon Clinton Road 

Moon Township, PA 15108 

PHONE: 262-5400 FAX: 262-3036 

CONTACT: Thomas L. Blank, CIH, CSP 
Joseph F. Moon, PE 

Asbestos Management / Environmental 
Site Assessments / Indoor Air Quality 
Lead Based Paint Management 

Radon Testing-Mitigation 

Industrial Hygiene-Safety 

Civil / Site / Structural 


ШЕ KONEFAL & COMPANY, INC. 
1108 South Braddock Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218 

PHONE: 244-5044 FAX: 244-5045 
CONTACT: Stephan V. Konefal, P.E. 
Structural 


@ LENNON, SMITH, SOULERET 
ENGINEERING, INC. 

846 Fourth Avenue 

Coraopolis, PA 15108 

PHONE: 264-4400 FAX: 264-1200 
CONTACT: Daniel S. Gilligan 

Civil / Consulting / Environmental 


W PETER F. LOFTUS DIVISION 

Eichleay Engineers Inc., 6585 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206-4407 

PHONE: 363-9000 FAX: 365-3304 

CONTACT: Glenn Avick 

Civil / Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 
Structural / Telecommunications 

Fire Detection & Protection 


E MAZZA ENGINEERING 

ASSOCIATES, INC 

236 Center Grange Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001 
PHONE: (724) 728-8110 FAX: (724) 728-8559 
CONTACT: Jacqueline K. Mazza 

Civil / Consulting / Mechanical / Structural 
Transportation 


I MEUCCI ENGINEERING, INC. 
409 Elk Avenue, Carnegie PA 15106 
PHONE: 276-8844 FAX: 276-2960 
CONTACT: James B. Fath, PE. 
Consulting / Electrical / Mechanical 


I MURRAY ASSOCIATES, INC. 

413 Penn Avenue, Turtle Creek, PA 15145 
PHONE: 823-2020 FAX: 824-7302 
CONTACT: Debbie Faust 

Structural / Civil / Geotechnical 
Environmental / Testing & Inspection 
Construction / Consulting 


E POLYTECH, INC. 

Three Gateway Center, 12th Floor, East Wing 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

PHONE: 995-1300 FAX: 995-1306 

CONTACT: Michael C. Moore 

Civil / Consulting / Electrical 
Mechanical / Structural / Transportation 
Construction Management 


E RCF ENGINEERS, INC. 

Fourth Floor, 209 Sandusky Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

PHONE: 231-5500 FAX: 231-6427 

CONTACT: Mark S. Wolfgang, PE., President 
Testing & Inspection / Consulting 
Electrical / Environmental / Mechanical 
Telecommunications 


@ SAI CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 
300 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-2571 
PHONE: 392-8750 FAX: 392-8785 

CONTACT: Walter S. Krasneski, Jr. 

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Consulting 
Structural / Transportation 


E SE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

98 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017 
PHONE: 221-1100 FAX: 257-6103 

CONTACT: Frank Berchin 

Testing & Inspection / Civil / Construction 
Consulting / Electrical / Environmental 
Geotechnical / Structural 
Telecommunications / Transportation 


W TRANS ASSOCIATES ENGINEERING 
CONSULTANTS, INC. 

2419 Baldwick Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 
PHONE: 412-937-8070 FAX: 412-937-8071 
CONTACT: Sandra A. Sabo 

Civil / Consulting / Transportation 


The best 
foundation for all 


your projects. 


AIA Contract Documents are fair to everyone — not just architects. They've been 
respected and used for over 100 years because they're based on broad construction 
industry consensus. Get the contracts that are balanced and fair. 


Put your contracts on solid footing. 
Find the Distributor for Documents with fairness built in. For automatic 
updates on Document changes as they occur, be sure to ask about 
the Document Supplement Service. Contact AIA Pittsburgh, your 
local distributor, at 412-471-9548 now. 


AIA CONTRACT DOCUMENTS. 
You can build on them. 


AIA Contract Documents are a product of The American Institute of Architects. 


e e 
Joint Committee... 


Issues Recommendations on Advertising 
and Receiving Bids, which provide common- 
sense considerations to assure complete 
and accurate bids. 


The Joint Committee recommends: 


* Allowing sufficient time to prepare bids 
* Keeping bid documents on file at local plan rooms 
* Receiving bids between 2:00 & 4:00 p.m., Tues.-Fri., excluding 


ка holidays or on days prior to or following holidays 
CHAPTEROF * Issuing a complete tabulation to all bidders following the award 


Contact Jack Ramage at (412) 922-3912 for a complimentary copy of 
the AIA/MBA Yellow Book or visit the MBA website at: 
www.mbawpa.org/AIA-MBA 


СЕМЕВАІ ЅЕВИІСЕЅ DIRECTORY 


A LISTING OF AREA BUSINESSES AND THEIR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. To include your firm in this directory, call Tom Lavelle at 882-3410. 


i MVP/MATHIAS VISUAL PRODUCTS 
ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK CADD SERVICES M With the new General 


950 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 


E GIFFIN INTERIOR & FIXTURE, INC. I THE WOZNIAK CORPORATION PHONE: 281-1800 FAX: 281-8243 Services Directory, 

500 Scotti Drive, Bridgeville, PA 15017 2103 Montour Street, Coraopolis, PA 15108 CONTACT: Chris Mathias —— you can listyour business by 
PHONE: 221-1166 FAX: 221-3745 PHONE: 412-264-7444 FAX: 412-264-7441 Signs, banners, exhibits, displays. COLOR specialty in Columns, List 
CONTACT: Monty Gibson EMAIL: WOZCORP@aol.com DIRECT prints & Duratrans. Digital inkjet your firm under the heading of 
Architectural Woodwork, Custom Cabinetry, CONTACT: David Walter Wozniak, AIA, NCARB printing. Mounting & laminating. Display bo 

Retail Store Fixtures, Institutional Casework, | CONTRACT DRAFTING - AutoCad or Manual frames, stands, lightboxes. Trade show Num 

Solid Surfacing and Interior Renovations. ....Plus Pre-Design and Pre-Construction exhibits. 


А ` 
Services, Construction Documents Review & Security Systems 


inati | * Blue Prints 
BLUEPRINTS Coordination....and other support services. SPECIFICATIONS “кс 


п MATHIAS REPROGRAPHICS = evo arrow, crs, woe ttes 

950 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 EMAIL: Jaymax@pathway.net * Design 

PHONE: 281-1800 FAX: 281-8243 m CLIMATECH, INC. PHONE: 1-888-220-4600 PHONE/FAX: 475-4266 * Roofing 

CONTACT: Mark Mathias PO. Box 367, Bridgeville, PA 15017 CONTACT: Deb Martonik —— * Signage 

Digital document plotting/printing, PHONE: 221-3844 FAX: 221-7786 Contract Documents, Architectural and • Windows and Doors 

Blueprinting, Construction Document CONTACT: Mitch Taback Engineering Specifications Divisions 1-14 e Brick Waterproofing 

Management, Large format bond copies, HVAC design & budget pricing, System Certified Construction Specifier. ° Intorlor Heat 

Photo reproductions, Copiers, plotters, evaluation, Consultation, Installation, INS ia gn 

printers, papers, inks, toners. Emergency service, Repair, Air balancing, | WATERPROOFING CONTRACTOR | ° ervices 
Comfort & energy enhancements, WATERPROOFING CONTRACTOR * Lumber 

W TRI-STATE BLUE PRINTING, INC. Commercial, Industrial, Residential E T-n-D OF PITTSBURGH, INC e Data 

pA at = 1422 Frey Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 ° Flooring 

CONTACT: George R. Marshal OFFICE FURNITURE EE sr ie eid NS * Carpeting 

Blueprinting, Oversized Xeroxing, Mounting, = SE * Tile 

di Bos Giant stats, Wash-off mylars, m WORKSCAPE, INC. w ses али vien.) E • Plumbing 

Unlimited size digital and hardcopy color 4365. Main Street, Pittsburgh, РА 15220 та im : GUAR. ANTEED am mg 

output, Project manuals, Art supplies tea m 920-7570 TS Call Tom Lavelle at 412-882- 

ACT: Dave Sauter f 

E WASHINGTON REPROGRAPHICS, INC. Sales, Service, Installation and project 3410 for details en how you 

DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH * 514 Liberty Avenue management for all of your KNOLL & CAN adii el Ale 

2 ROBINSON TOWNSHIP LOCATIONS KIMBALL office furniture. Special discounts with our new. directory! 

700 Vista Park Drive & 400 Hightower Boulevard for architects. 


WASHINGTON LOCATION • 234 E. Maiden Street 
CALL: 788-0640 or visit our website at 
WWW.reproresource.com. 

CONTACT: John J. Dziak 

Print project management, Digital black & 
white (D/prints), Plotting, Scanning, CADD 
Services, Specs/Binding, Color display 
services, Mounting/Laminating, Equipment/ 
Supplies, Blueprinting, Pickup & delivery 


E C-AD SIGNS 

111 Third Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15215-2002 
PHONE: 782-1147 FAX: 782-0645 

CONTACT: Jack Harnick 

Commercial signage, illuminated and non- 
illuminated. Design, fabrication, erection 
and maintenance. 


Chestnut Ridge Beamery 


Handcrafted Post & Beam Frames 
e Custom Made Mantles 
e Beams up to 16 x 16 x 40 ft. 
e Timbers and Related Items - paneling, flooring, siding 
Oak Douglas Fir 
Pine Other Species Available 
We have been working with engineers and architects for 
over 15 years creating beautiful living and work spaces. 
У Greg Secorie 
R.D.#1 Box 362 
Bolivar, PA 15923 


724-676-4392 or 888-882-7559 
Fax: 724-238-4091 
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A RELIABLE SOURCE 


of our clients for over 46 reliable à I es MM 
years, we continue to provide engineering ls | РЕЩ RELIABLE SAVINGS. &. 
and construction services. Today, Nello — ; — ij š 


x M eeting the everchanging needs | in : ТЕЕ 


Construction Company builds on its reli- 


ability «from general construction, pro- 


ject management and construction man- 


` agement. The scope and variety of our J \' | E : J; J: Q 


work enables us to expand our creative CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 


alents continuously. x à 
talents continuously. 3 Glass Street * Carnegie, Pennsylvania 15106 * 412/276-0010 * FAX 4 1 2/276- 8 1 23 p 
> Project Architect: Lucian Caste Architects T m 


THE BOLD LOCK THE REPUTATION OF 


Cr KOHLER. 
Crescent Supply 


Crescent Supply has served local design 
professionals for nearly 45 years. Our 
Pittsburgh showroom features 6,000 
square feet of quality bathroom and 
kitchen products with experienced, full- 
time personnel to assist you and your 
clients in new construction and renovation. 


412 782-3300 


See our extensive display of plumbing products for the 
kitchen and bath, including the cast iron Vintage™ 6301 Butler Street, Pittsburgh I 
Under the Robert D. Fleming (62nd Street) Bridge 
Showroom hours 9-5 M-F, Wednesdays to 8, Saturday 10-2 


Bath. Quality you'd expect from Kohler. 


Drawing Up a New Set of Rules 


Marathon County Public Library Wausau, Wisconsin 
architect: HSR Associates Inc. 


T am with the mind of a child who doesn't know the 
meaning of, "It just is not possible." At Kolbe & Kolbe 


we have extended the limits of what can be done. 
We are dedicated to providing our 
customers with wood windows and 
doors that break the rules. 
Custom shapes, unique grille designs, 
és exotic exterior finish colors, 
historic replications... 
we meet the challenge 
Local of making your 
Wal Kolbe & Kolbe designs a reality. 


Projects include: 
* Nevillewood Clubhouse 


* Nevillewood Carriage Houses 
* Nevillewood Private Residences 


(several) 
* Southpointe Country Club аай ETI ESETT 
* Chestnut Ridge Condominiums BUILDING PRODUCT CENTERS 
* Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church 
* Westminster Presbyterian Church Washington, PA McMurray, PA Wexford, PA 
* D. T. Watson Rehabilitation Center L70, Exit 6 Rt.19 South Perty. Highway (RE 18) 
. Curry Senior Citizens Home 1600 Jefferson Ave. Donaldson’s Crossroads across from Wright Pontiac 


* Grace Manor Nursing Home (724) 222-6100 (724) 941-4800 (724) 933-3220 


